
DERIVED BRACKETS AND COURANT ALGEBROIDS

Abstract.

Dedicated to Jim Stasheff on the occasion of his 65th birthday

1. Derived brackets

In this Section we recall the definition of derived brackets [12], and show that
derived brackets naturally satisfy axioms of Courant algebroid.

1.1. Derived brackets and the de Rham differential. The definition of the
derived bracket is motivated by the following basic example [2] due to Vinogradov.
Let P be a manifold, and X(P ) ∼= Γ(TP ) be the Lie algebra of vector fields on P . The
idea is to extend the Lie bracket on X(P ) to sections of the bundle E = TP ⊕ T ∗P .

Observe that sections of E act on the space of differential forms Ω(P ) by exterior
multiplication and by contraction, respectively,

(1) (X + ξ) · µ := ι(X)µ + ξ ∧ µ,

where ξ ∈ Γ(T ∗P ) = Ω1(P ), X ∈ Γ(TP ) = X(P ) and µ ∈ Ω(P ). This action turns
Ω(P ) into a Clifford module of the Clifford bundle C(E), where E is equipped with
the stanadard bilinear form:

(2) (X1 + ξ1, X2 + ξ2) =
1

2
(〈ξ1, X2〉+ 〈ξ2, X1〉),

and the Clifford generating relation is xy + yx = 2(x, y).
Using the de-Rham differential d : Ω∗(P ) → Ω∗+1(P ) one can form the derived

bracket [12] on sections of E:

(3) e1 / e2 := [[d, e1], e2], ∀e1, e2 ∈ Γ(TP ⊕ T ∗P ),

where both sides are viewed as operators on Ω(P ). Moreover, a straightforward
calculuation yields that

X1 / X2 = [X1, X2] ∀X1, X2 ∈ X(P )

(the usual Lie bracket on vector fields)

X / ξ = LXξ, ∀X ∈ X(P ), ξ ∈ Ω1(P )

ξ / X = −LXξ + d〈ξ, X〉, ∀X ∈ X(P ), ξ ∈ Ω1(P )

ξ1 / xi2 = 0 ∀ξ1, ξ2 ∈ Ω1(P ).

Define the (skew-symmetrized) derived bracket:

(4) {e1, e2} :=
1

2
(e1 / e2 − e1 / e2) =

1

2
([[d, e1], e2]− [[d, e2], e1]),

Then, one obtains:

{X, ξ} = LXξ − 1

2
d〈ξ, X〉, ∀X ∈ X(P ), ξ ∈ Ω1(P ),

1
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while the bracket between one forms and between vector fields remain unchanged.
This skew-symmetrized bracket coincides with the bracket obtained by Courant in
his study of Dirac structures [3].

1.2. Generating operators. Motivated by the above example, we consider a real
vector bundle E → P with fiber V of dimension 2n equipped with a symmetric
nondegenerate bilinear form (·, ·) of signature (n, n). One can associate to E a bundle
of Clifford algebras C(E) → P with fiber C(V ), the Clifford algebra of (V, (·, ·)),
with the generating relation xy + yx = 2(x, y), ∀x, y ∈ V . Let S → P be an
irreducible Clifford module, that is, a bundle vector bundle with fiber the irreducible
representation of C(V ). The Clifford action of section of C(E) on sections of S
induces an isomorphism Γ(C(E)) ∼= End(Γ(S)). The natural Z2-grading of Γ(C(E))
induces a Z2-grading on the operators on S. Functions on P are even with respect to
this grading, and they act on Γ(S)) by multiplication, f : s 7→ fs, where f ∈ C∞(P )
and s ∈ Γ(S). The graded commutator [·, ·] on the space of (graded) operators on
Γ(S) is defined by formula,

[L1, L2] = L1◦L2 − (−1)l1l2L2◦L1,

where L1 and L2 are operators of degree l1 and l2 respectively and l1,2 = 0, 1.
In our consideration, the key role is played by certain first order linear differential

operators on Γ(S) which we call generating operators.

Definition 1.1. A first order odd differential operator D on Γ(S) is called a gen-
erating operator if it satisfies the following properties,

• For any function, f ∈ C∞(P ),

(5) [D, f ] ∈ Γ(C1(E)) ∼= Γ(E).

• For any two sections e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E),

(6) [[D, e1], e2] ∈ Γ(E).

• The square of the operator D is a smooth function on P ,

(7) D2 ∈ C∞(P ).

Remark 1.1. Properties of a generating operator D in Definition 1.1 resemble those
of a Dirac operator on Spin-bundle of a Riemannian manifold. For instance, similar
to (5), the commutator of a Dirac operator with a function on the base is given by
formula [D, f ] = c(df), where c(df) stands for the operator of the Clifford action of
the 1-form df on spinors.

Example 1.1. An example of a generating operator is given by the de-Rham differ-
ential d as in Section 2.1, where E = TP ⊕ T ∗P and S ∼= ∧∗T ∗P with the Clifford
action (1). Then, [d, f ] = df ∈ Γ(E) and d2 = 0 are obvious, and a straight-
forward calculation shows that indeed [[d, e1], e2] ∈ Γ(E). In other words, d is a
Dirac generating operator in the sense of Definition 1.1.

Given any section a ∈ C(E) of the Clifford bundle we denote

Da := [D, a].

The following lemma lists some useful formulas.
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Lemma 1.1.

D(Da) = 0, ∀a ∈ C(E);(8)

D[e1, e2] = [De1, e2]− [e1, De2], ∀e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E);(9)

[Df, e] = [De, f ], ∀f ∈ C∞(P ), e ∈ Γ(E).(10)

Proof. Note that D(Da) = [D, [D, a]] = 1
2
[D2, a] = 0,∀a ∈ C(E), which im-

plies Equation (8). Equation (9) follows from the graded Jacobi identities for the
operators e1, e2 and d. For Equation (10), we note that [f, e] = 0 and, hence,
0 = D[f, e] = [Df, e] + [f, De]. �

Given a bundle E and a generating operator D one can construct a derived bracket
on sections of E [12] and an bundle map ρ : E → TP .

Definition 1.2. [12] The derived bracket {·, ·}̃ on sections of E associated to a
generating operator D is defined by formula,

(11) e1 / e2=̃[De1, e2],

the map ρ : E → TP is given by,

(12) ρ(e)f = 2(Df, e) = [Df, e],

where e ∈ Γ(E).

Definition ?? is inspired by the example of Section 1.1. By Equation (10), the
anchor map can be alternatively written as ρ(e)f = [De, f ].

1.3. Derived brackets. The main result of this Section is the following:

Theorem 1.3. The vector bundle E equipped with the scaler product (·, ·), the an-
chor map ρ as in Equation (12) and the bracket on section of Γ(E) as in Equation
(11) satisfy the following properties:

• For any e1, e2, e3 ∈ Γ(E),

(13) e / (e1 / e2) = (e / e1) / e2 + e1 / (e / e2);

• for any e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E),

(14) ρ(e1 / e2) = {ρe1, ρe2};
• for any e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E) and f ∈ C∞(P ),

(15) e1 / (fe2) = f(e1 / e2) + (ρ(e1)f)e2;

• for any e ∈ Γ(E),

(16) e / e = D(e, e);

• for any e, e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E),

(17) ρ(e)(e1, e2) = (e / e1, e2) + (e1, e / e2).

Proof. We start with (13). The left hand side reads,

e / (e1 / e2) = [De, [De1, e2]].

The first term on the right hand side can be written as,

(e / e1) / e2 = [D[De, e1], e2] = [[De, De1], e2],
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and for the second term we get,

e1 / (e / e2) = [De1, [De, e2]].

Equation (13) follows by the graded Jacobi identity.
Next we turn to the properties of the map ρ,

ρ(e1)ρ(e2)f = [De1, ρ(e2)f ] = [De1, [Df, e2]],

and for the commutator of ρ(e1) and ρ(e2) we obtain,

[ρ(e1), ρ(e2)]f = [De1, [Df, e2]] − [De2, [Df, e1]]
= [De1, [Df, e2]] + [[[Df, De1], e2] = [Df, [De1, e2]] = ρ(e1 / e2)f.

Here we have used the graded Jacobi identity and equation (10).
Equation (15) follows by the following calculation,

e1 / (fe2) = [De1, fe2]f [De1, e2] + [De1, f ]e2 = f(e1 / e2) + (ρ(e1)f)e2.

Equation (16) follows by

e / e = [De, e] =
1

2
D[e, e] = D(e, e).

Finally, using Equation (??) and (??), we obtain,

ρ(e)(e1, e2) =
1

2
[De, [e1, e2]] =

1

2
([[De, e1], e2] + [e1, [De, e2]]) = (e / e1, e2) + (e1, e / e2)

which coincides with (17). This completes the proof of the Theorem. �

2. Courant algebroids

2.1. Courant algebroids. According to Theorem 1.3, the derived bracket is a
Loday (also called Lebiniz) bracket in terms of [12].

Now consider the skew symmetrized derived bracket

(18) {e1, e2} =
1

2
({e1, e2}̃ − {e1, e2}̃) =

1

2
([De1, e2]− [De2, e1]).

According to Proposition 2.6.5 [17], Theorem 1.3 implies that E is indeed a
Courant algebroid.

Let us recall the definition of Courant algebroids below.

Definition 2.1. [14] A Courant algebroid is a vector bundle E −→ P equipped with
a nondegenerate symmetric bilinear form (·, ·) of signature (n, n) on the bundle, a
skew-symmetric bracket [·, ·] on Γ(E) and a bundle map ρ : E −→ TP satisfying the
following properties:

• For any e1, e2, e3 ∈ Γ(E),

(19) Cycl123{{e1, e2}, e3} = DT (e1, e2, e3);

• for any e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E),

(20) ρ{e1, e2} = [ρe1, ρe2];

• for any e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E) and f ∈ C∞(P ),

(21) {e1, fe2} = f{e1, e2}+ (ρ(e1)f)e2 − (e1, e2)Df ;
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• for any f, g ∈ C∞(P ), (Df, Dg) = 0, i.e.,

(22) ρ◦D = 0;

• for any e, e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E),

(23) ρ(e)(e1, e2) = ({e, e1}+ D(e, e1), e2) + (e1, {e, e2}+ D(e, e2)),

where T (e1, e2, e3) ∈ C∞(P ) is defined by:

(24) T (e1, e2, e3) =
1

3
Cycl123({e1, e2}, e3),

and D : C∞(P ) −→ Γ(E) is the map defined by

(25) (Df, e) =
1

2
ρ(e)f.

Remark 2.2. • The following equivalent formula for T will be useful (see
Equation (11) in [14]) in our later discussion.

(26) T (e1, e2, e3) = ([e1, e2], e3)−
1

2
ρ(e1)(e2, e3) +

1

2
ρ(e2)(e3, e1).

• Consider the unskew-symmetrized version:

{e1, e2}̃ = {e1, e2}+ D(e1, e2).

Then the Courant algebroid axioms are equivalent to Equations (13)-(17).
More precisely, Equations (13), (15) and (17) are equivalent to Equations
(19), (21) and (23) respectively, and Equation (14) is equivalent to the com-
bination of Equations (20) and (22).

As a consequence, Theorem 1.3 implies the following

Corollary 2.3. For any Dirac generating operator, the vector bundle E equipped
with the scaler product (·, ·), the ancor map ρ as in Equation (12) and the skew-
symmetrized derived bracket on Γ(E) as in Equation (18) becomes a Courant alge-
broid.

2.2. Examples. Next we will give a few interesting examples of Dirac generating operators
and their induced Courant algebroids.

The simplest one is the following:

Example 2.1. Let d be a Lie algebra with a non-degenerate ad-invariant symmetric
pairing (·, ·). Take D = − 1

24

∑
fijke

iejek, where {e1, · · · , en} is a basis of d with dual
basis {e1, · · · , en}, and fijk = ([ei, ej], ek). Indeed, if C ∈ ∧3d∗ denotes the Cartan
element C(u, v, w) = ([u, v], w), ∀u, v, w ∈ d, then D = −C under the standard
identification Cliffd ∼= ∧∗d. Hence, for any u, v, w ∈ d, ([[D, u], v], w) = 〈ιvιuC, w〉 =
C(u, v, w) = ([u, v], w). Thus it follows that [[D, u], v] = [u, v]. A simple calculation
yields that D2 =?fijkf

ijk. Hence D is indeed a Dirac generating operator in our
sense, whose induced bracket coincides with the orginal one we start with. This is
of course what one expects.

In particular, if d = g ⊕ g∗ is the double of a Lie bialgebras (g, g∗), and ∧g∗ is
taken as the spinor of Cliffd, it is simple to see that D admits the following

D = d + ∂ +
1

2
(ξ0 + X0).
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Here d : ∧∗g∗ −→ ∧∗+1g∗ is the Lie algebra cohomology differential of g, ∂ : ∧∗g∗ −→
∧∗−1g∗ is the Lie algebra homology differential of g∗, and ξ0, X0 are the modular
vectors of the Lie algebras g and g∗ respectively.

More generally, if d = g⊕ s is a Manin pair, and S(d) ∼= ∧s,

D = d + ∂ +
1

2
(ξ0 + X0)−

1

24
φijkv

ivjvk,

where φijk denotes the Drinfeld 3-cocycles [?] φijk =.

Example 2.2. Consider again the vector bundle E = TP ⊕T ∗P with the standard
bilinear form (2). Then as in Section 1.1, Ω(P ) becomes a Clifford module of CliffE
with the action defined by Equation (1).

Let π ∈ Γ(∧2TP ) be a Poisson tensor. In terms of the graph L of π# : T ∗P −→
TP , one obtains another decomposition E ∼= L ⊕ TP . Thus Γ(∧∗L) can also be
considered as a Clifford module of ΓCliffE, where the action is essentially the same
as described by Equation (1) with L being identified with T ∗P via the standard
bilinear form (2). On the other hand, there is a natural vector bundle isomorphism
between L and T ∗P :

T ∗P −→ L, ξ −→ ξ + π#ξ, ∀ξ ∈ T ∗P.

Hence, Γ(∧∗L) ∼= Ω(P ) and the Clifford action is given by

(27) (X + ξ) · µ := ι(X + π#ξ)µ + ξ ∧ µ,

where ξ ∈ Ω1(P ), X ∈ X(P ) and µ ∈ Ω(P ). It thus follows that these two Clif-
ford modules ((1) and (27)) are isomorphic and the isomorphism is established by
ι(exp π) : Ω(P ) −→ Ω(P ):

ι(exp π)(µ) = µ + ι(π)µ +
1

2!
ι(π ∧ π)µ + · · · , ∀µ ∈ Ω(P ).

As a consequence, in terms of the standard action (1), we have, for any e ∈
Γ(E) ∼= Cliff1(E),

(28) ι(exp π)◦e◦ι(exp π)−1 = φ(e),

where φ(e) = (X + π#ξ) + ξ if e = X + ξ.
On the other hand, a simple calculation yields [6] that

(29) ι(exp π)◦d◦ι(exp π)−1 = d + ∂,

where ∂ = [ι(π), d] is the Koszul-Brylinski differential.
Let

D = d + ∂.

Thus, we have

[D, f ] = ι(exp π)◦[d, f ]◦ι(exp π)−1 = φ(df) = Xf + df,
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D2 = 0 and

{e1, e2}̃D

= [[D, e1], e2]

= [[ι(exp π)◦d◦ι(exp π)−1, e1], e2]

= ι(exp π)◦[[d, φ−1e1], φ
−1e2]◦ι(exp π)−1

= φ{φ−1e1, φ
−1e2}̃d

Thus D = d+∂ is also a Dirac generating operator, whose induced Courant algebroid
is isomorphic to the standard one as in Section 1.1 with φ−1 being the isomorphism.
Note that this Courant algebroid is also the double of the Lie bialgebroid (TP, T ∗P )
associated to the Poisson manifold P (see Section 2.3).

Example 2.3. Let E = TP ⊕T ∗P be equipped with the standard bilinear form on
the fibers, and CliffE and Γ(S(E)) ∼= Ω(P ) as in Section 1.1. Now we will consider
another differential operator D = d + Ω on Ω(P ) for some Ω ∈ Ω3(P ):

Dµ = dµ + Ω ∧ µ, ∀µ ∈ Ω(P ).

It is clear that D2 = dΩ. In order for D2 ∈ C∞(P ), it is necessary that dΩ = 0, i.e.,
Ω is a closed 3-form. It is also trivial to see that [D, f ] = df ∈ Γ(E) and [[D, e1], e2] ∈
Γ(E). Therefore, D is indeed a Dirac generating operator. The induced bracket on
Γ(E) is in fact similar to the one described in Section 1.1 with some modification
for the bracket between vector fields in X(P ). More precisely, the bracket takes the
following form:
(30)

{X1+ξ1, X2+ξ2} = [X1, X2]+{LX1ξ2−LX2ξ1+
1

2
d(〈ξ1, X2〉−〈ξ2, X1〉)−ι(X1∧X2)Ω},

while the anchor ρ : TP ⊕ T ∗P −→ TP is the projection map to the first compo-
nent. This type of Courant algebroids was due to Severa [18], called exact Courant
algebroids. More precisely, an exact Courant algebroid is a Courant algebroid on
E = TP ⊕ T ∗P with the standard bilinear form (2) and the anchor ρ(X + ξ) = X1.

In fact, it is simple to see, by using the properties of Courant algebroids, that the
bracket of any exact Courant algebroid on E is of the form (30), where the three
form Ω can be recovered by the following formula:

(32) Ω(X, Y, Z) = −2({X, Y }, Z), ∀X, Y, Z ∈ X(P ).

Hence, one obtains a one-one correspondence between exact Courant algebroids
and closed 3-forms on P .

1This definition can be rephrased in a more intrinsic way. Namely, a Courant algebroid E with
anchor ρ is exact, if the sequence

(31) 0 −→ T ∗P
ρ∗−→ E

ρ−→ TP −→ 0

is exact, where ρ∗ : T ∗P −→ E is defined by (ρ∗ξ, e) = 〈ξ, ρe〉, ∀ξ ∈ T ∗P and e ∈ Γ(E). Such
a vector bundle E is always isomorphic, as a vector bundle with Riemanian metric in fibers, to
TP ⊕ T ∗P by choosing an isotropic complement of T ∗P ∼= Kerρ.



8 DERIVED BRACKETS AND COURANT ALGEBROIDS

Now assume that Ω1, Ω2 ∈ Z3(P ) are cohomologous, i.e., Ω1 = Ω2 + dθ for
θ ∈ Ω2(P ). Consider the spinsor bundle isomorphism ∧∗T ∗P −→ ∧∗T ∗P induced
by the Clifford action of eθ ∈ Ω(P ). Namely, on Ω(P ):

(33) eθ · µ = µ + θ ∧ µ +
1

2!
θ ∧ θ ∧ µ + · · · , ∀µ ∈ Ω(P ).

¿From the relation e−θ◦d◦eθ = d + dθ, it follows that

D1 = e−θ◦D2◦e
θ.

It is also simple to see that

e−θ◦e◦eθ = φ(e), ∀e ∈ Γ(E),

where

(34) φ(e) = X + (ι(X)θ + ξ), if e = X + ξ.

Thus it follows that {e1, e2}1 = φ{φ−1e1, φ
−1e2}2, ∀e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E), where {·, ·}1

and {·, ·}2 are the induced derived brackets on Γ(E) corresponding to D1 and D2,
respectively. As a consequence, the induced Courant algebroids for D1 and D2 are
isomorphic.

Conversely, it is simple to see, using the properties of Courant algebroids, that
any two exact isomorphic Courant algebroid structures on E must be related by an
isomorphism φ : E −→ E of the form (34) for some two form θ ∈ Ω2(P ). Therefore,
their corresponding closed three forms on P must be cohomologous. Thus, we
recover the following theorem of Severa.

Theorem 2.4. [18] The isomorphic classes of exact Courant algebroids are parametrized
by H3(P ).

The corresponding class in H3(P ) is called the Severa characteristic class of the
Courant algebroid.

2.3. Double of Lie bialgebroids. A large class of Courant algebroids arise as the
double of Lie bialgebroids. The notion of Lie bialgebroids is a natural generalization
of that of Lie bialgebras. Roughly speaking, a Lie bialgebroid is a pair of Lie
algebroids (A, A∗) satisfying a certain compatibility condition. We quote here its
definition below [16] [10].

Definition 2.5. A Lie bialgebroid is a dual pair (A, A∗) of vector bundles equipped
with Lie algebroid structures such that the differential d∗ on Γ(∧∗A) coming from
the structure on A∗ is a derivation of the Schouten-type bracket on Γ(∧∗A) obtained
by extension of the structure on A. Equivalently, d∗ is a derivation for sections of
A, i.e.,

(35) d∗[X, Y ] = [d∗X, Y ] + [X, d∗Y ], ∀X, Y ∈ Γ(A).

Given a Lie bialgebroid (A, A∗) over the base P , with anchors a and a∗ respec-
tively, let E denote their vector bundle direct sum E := A⊕A∗. On E, there exists
a natural non-degenerate symmetric bilinear form:

(36) (X1 + ξ1, X2 + ξ2) =
1

2
(〈ξ1X2〉+ 〈ξ2, X1〉), ∀X1, X2 ∈ Γ(A), ξ1, ξ2 ∈ Γ(A∗).

Introduce a bracket on Γ(E) by
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(37)
[e1, e2] = {[X1, X2] + Lξ1X2 − Lξ2X1 − 1

2
d∗(〈ξ1, X2〉 − 〈ξ2, X1〉)}

+{[ξ1, ξ2] + LX1ξ2 − LX2ξ1 + 1
2
d(〈ξ1, X2〉 − 〈ξ2, X1〉)},

where e1 = X1 + ξ1 and e2 = X2 + ξ2. Let ρ : E −→ TP be the bundle map
ρ = a + a∗. That is,

(38) ρ(X + ξ) = a(X) + a∗(ξ), ∀X ∈ Γ(A) and ξ ∈ Γ(A∗).

The following result was proved in [14].

Theorem 2.6. If (A, A∗) is a Lie bialgebroid, then E = A ⊕ A∗ together with
([·, ·], ρ, (·, ·)) is a Courant algebroid. In this case, Df = d∗f + df , ∀f ∈ C∞(P ).

Such a Courant algebroid E is called the double of a Lie bialgebroid (A, A∗). For
a Lie bialgebra (g, g∗), the bracket (37) reduces to the well known Lie bracket on
the double g⊕ g∗. On the other hand, if A is the tangent bundle Lie algebroid TM
and A∗ = T ∗M with zero bracket, then Equation (37) takes the form:

(39) [X1 + ξ1, X2 + ξ2] = [X1, X2] + {LX1ξ2 − LX2ξ1 +
1

2
d(〈ξ1, X2〉 − 〈ξ2, X1〉)}.

This is exactly the one discussed in Section 1.1.

2.4. Courant algebroids associated to Manin pairs. Let (d, g) be a Manin pair
[?]. Namely, d is a Lie algebra with an invariant symmetric non-degenerate pairing
(·, ·) of signature (n, n) and g is an isotropic subalgebra. Suppose that D is a Lie
group with Lie algebra d and G ⊂ D is a Lie subgroup corresponding to the Lie
subalgebra g. Consider the trivial vector bundle

E = d×D/G −→ D/G,

where D/G is the standard homogeneous space obtained by taking the orbit space
of the right G-action on D. Equip E with a fiberwise bilinear form (·, ·). Now D
acts on D/G from the left, and by d −→ X(D/G), e −→ ê we denote its induced
infinitesimal action. Define an anchor map ρ : E −→ T (D/G) by

(40) ρ(e, x) = êx, ∀(e, x) ∈ d×D/G.

Sections of E are naturally identified with d-valued functions on D/G. The Lie
bracket on d thus induces a bracket between constant d-valued functions. Extend
this bracket to non-constant functions using Equation (21).

Proposition 2.7. The above bracket on Γ(E) is well-defined. In fact, this bracket
together with the anchor map (40) and the bilinear form (·, ·) makes E into an exact
Courant algebroid. Moreover, the Courant algebroid structure on E is invariant
under the group D-action:

(41) d · (e, x) = (Adde, d · x) ∀d ∈ D, (e, x) ∈ (e, x) ∈ d×D/G.

Proof. Since E is a trivial bundle, CE ∼= Cd×D/G and S(E) ∼= Sd×D/G. Consider

the twisted spinor bundle S̃ = (Sd×D/G)⊗ (∧topT ∗(D/G))
1
2 , and the operator

(42) D := −1

2
eiLêi

− 1

24
Cijke

iejek.
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Then, [D, f ] = −1
2
ei[Lêi

, f ] = −1
2
(êif)ei. Hence, [D, f ] ∈ Γ(E), and the correspond-

ing anchor map ρ(e) = −ê.
For any constant sections u, v of E,

[[D, u], v] = − 1

24
[[Cijke

iejeku], v] = [u, v].

This implies that [[D, e1], e2] ∈ Γ(E) for any two sections e1, e2 according to
Lemma ?.

Next,

D2 = (−1
2
eiLêi

− 1
24

Cijke
iejek)2

= 1
4
(ei, ej)Lêi

Lêj
+ 1

8
eiej[Lêi

, Lêj
]− 1

8
Cijke

iejLêk
+ 1

576
CijkC

ijk.

Now
[Lêi

, Lêj
] = L ˆ[ei,ej ]

= CijkLêk
,

and

(ei, ej)∇ei
∇ej

= (ei, ej)(ρa
i ∂a + 1

2
(∂aρ

a
i ))(ρ

b
j∂b + 1

2
(∂bρ

b
j))

= (ei, ej)(ρa
i ρ

b
j∂a∂b + ∂a(ρ

a
i ρ

b
j)∂b + 1

2
(ρa

i ∂a∂bρ
b
j) + 1

4
(∂aρ

a
i )

2) = 1
2
(ei, ej)(ρa

i ∂a∂bρ
b
j) + 1

4
(ei, ej)(∂aρ

a
i )(∂aρ

a
j ).

Hence D2 is indeed a function on the base.
Finally, note that D interchange with the natural D action on S̃. Hence the

induced Courant algebroid is indeed invariant under the D-action. �

Next we will investigate some special cases of this construction of Courant alge-
broids.

Assume that g admits an isotropic complement m which is stable under the ad-
joint action of g, i.e., [g, m] ⊂ m. This decomposition defines a (left)-D invariant
connection on the principal bundle G −→ D −→ D/G [?]. In other words, one ob-
tains a D-equivariant bundle map σ : T (D/G) −→ (TD)/G, where D acts on TD
by lifting the left translation which commutes with the lifted right G action, hence it
descends to an action on the quotient space (TD)/G. Trivialize TD ∼= d×D by right
translation, which induces a vector bundle isomorphism (TD)/G −→ d×D/G(∼= E
given by [e, x] −→ (e, [x]), where e ∈ d and x ∈ D. It is simple to see that, under
this identification, the left D-action on (TD)/G goes to the D-action defined by
Equation (41). Thus we obtain an D-equivariant bundle map

σ : T (D/G) −→ E

such that ρ◦σ = id. Since m is assumed to be isotropic, hence the image of σ is
isotropic in E. In other words, we obtain an D-equivariant isotropic spiltting of the
exact sequence

(43) 0 −→ T ∗(D/G)
ρ∗−→ E

ρ−→ T (D/G) −→ 0.

According to Example (??), E can be identified with a standard Courant algebroid
T (D/G)⊕T ∗(D/G) with the 3-form Ω ∈ Ω3(D/G) defined by Equation (32). Since
σ is D-equivariant and the Courant algebroid E is D-invariant, it is simple to see that
Ω is indeed D-invariant, i.e., Ω ∈ Ω3(D/G)D ∼= ∧3(d/frakg)∗) ∼= ∧3g. Under this
identification, Equation (32) implies that Ω = −2φ, where φ ∈ ∧3g is the Drinfeld
3-cocycle corresponding to the splitting d = g ⊕ m. Note that φ is in general a
Lie algebra g-cocycle, but our assumption that [g, m] ⊂ m assurs that it is also a
relative 3-cocycle of the Lie algebra pair (d, g), which is responsable for Ω being a
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D-invrainat closed 3-form on D/G. Alternatively, our construction together with
Equation (32) shows that φ is essentially the curvature tensor of the principle bundle
D −→ D/G, under the identification Ω2(D/G)D ⊗ g ∼= ∧2(d/g)∗ ⊗ g ∼= ∧2g⊗ g.

Example 2.4. Let (g⊕g∗, g) be the standard Manin pair, and let m = g∗. It is clear
that all the assumptions are satisfied and φ = 0 since m is a Lie subalgebra. In this
case D = G× g∗ is the semi-direct product, and D/G ∼= g∗. Thus E is isomorphic
to the standard Courant algebroid Tg∗ ⊕ T ∗g∗, the double of the Lie bialgebroid
corresponding to the zero Poisson g∗.

Example 2.5. Assume that g admits an invariant, nondegenerate symmetric bilin-
ear form Q. Let d = g ⊕ g, the direct sum of Lie algebra g. Define a bilinear form
on d by

(44) (ξ1 + η1, ξ2 + η2) = −1

4
(Q(ξ1, ξ2)−Q(η1, η2)).

Embed g −→ d by the diagonal embedding: gdiag = {(ξ, ξ)|ξ ∈ g} and let m =
{(ξ,−xi)|ξ ∈ g}. It is clear that d = gdiag ⊕ m, gdiag is a Lie subalgebra, and
[gdiag, m] ⊂ m. Therefore we can apply the above construction to our situation so
that the Courant algebroid E is isomorphic to an exact Courant algebroid T (D/G)⊕
T ∗(D/G). Now D = G×G and we can identify D/G with G by the following map

φ : [x, y] −→ xy−1, ∀x, y ∈ G.

Under this identification, the left-D action on D/G becomes d · g = d1gd−1
2 , ∀d =

(d1, d2) ∈ G×G and g ∈ G since φ((d1, d2) · [x, y]) = φ([d1x, d2y]) = d1φ([x, y])d−1
2 .

In particular, the induced G actions on G by embedding G as a subgroup of D via
G × {1}, {1} × G, and the diagonal, correspond to the left translation, the right
translation, and the adjoint action, respectively. A D-invariant closed 3-form on
D/G corresponds to, via φ, a biinvariant closed 3-form on G. A simple calculation
shows that Ω is indeed the Cartan form corresponding to Q.

Finally, we have

Proposition 2.8. Let d = g ⊕ g∗ be the double of a Lie bialgebra (g, g∗). Assume
that the corresponding Poisson groups G and G∗ are complete so that D = G×G∗ as
a manifold. Then E is isomorphic to the Courant algebroid TG∗ ⊕ T ∗G∗ assocaited
to the Poisson manifold G∗.

Proof. Identifying TG∗ ⊕ T ∗G∗ with the trivial vector bundle (g⊕ g∗)×G∗ by left
translations, one obtains a vector bundle isomorphism φ : TG∗ ⊕ T ∗G∗ ∼= E. It is
clear that this identification preserves the bilinear forms on the vector bundles. By
the definition of dressing action [18], one also sees that φ interchanges the anchor
maps.

To show that φ is a Courant algebroid isomorphism, it suffices to verify that
φ preserves the Courant bracket for invariant sections. To this purpose, for any
e1, e2 ∈ g ⊕ g∗, let ē1 and ē2 be their corresponding left invariant sections in
TG ⊕ T ∗G. Assume that e1 = X + ξ, e2 = Y + η ∈ g ⊕ g∗, and ē1 = X̄ + ξ̄,
ē2 = Ȳ + η̄. Here X̄, Ȳ and ξ̄, η̄ denote the corresponding left invariant vector
fields and 1-forms on G for X, Y ∈ g and ξ, η ∈ g∗ respectively.From the fact that
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[X̄, Ȳ ] = [X, Y ]− and [ξ̄, η̄] = [ξ, η]− (see [?]), it follows that

LX̄ ξ̄ = (ad∗Xξ)−, Lξ̄X̄ = (ad∗ξX)−.

This means that

[X̄, ξ̄] = LX̄ ξ̄ − Lξ̄X̄ +
1

2
(d∗ − d) < X̄, ξ̄ >

= (ad∗Xξ)− − (ad∗ξX)−

= [X, ξ]−.

Therefore,

[ē1, ē2] = [X̄, Ȳ ] + [X̄, η̄] + [ξ̄, Ȳ ] + [ξ̄, η̄]

= [X, Y ]− + [X, η]− + [ξ, Y ]− + [ξ, η]−

= [e1, e2]
−.

This concludes the proof. �

3. Connections, divergence and torsion

The purpose of this Section is to extend the notions of connection, divegence and
torsion to Courant algebroids.

3.1. E-connections. Let E be a Courant algebroid over P , ρ be its anchor map,
and V → P be a vector bundle. In analogy to ordinary connections we define a
notion of an E-connection.

Definition 3.1. A linear map ∇ : Γ(E ⊗ V ) → Γ(V ) is called an E-connection on
V if it satisfies the following porperties,

∇fes = f∇es,(45)

∇e(fs) = f∇es + (ρ(e)f)s.(46)

Here e ∈ Γ(E), s ∈ Γ(V ) and f ∈ C∞(P ).

Given an ordinary connection ∇ on V one can define an E-connection by formula

(47) ∇es := ∇ρ(e)s.

Let ∇E be a linear connection on the Courant algebroid E preserving the bilinear
form (·, ·). That is,

X(e1, e2) = (∇E
Xe1, e2) + (e1,∇E

Xe2).

By formula (47) an ordinary connection on E preserving the bilinear form on fibers
defines an E-connection which will be denoted by the same letter ∇E. For any
e ∈ Γ(E), we define a function div∇e ∈ C∞(P ) called the divegence of e,

(48) div∇e =
∑

i

(∇E
ei
e, ei),

where {e1, · · · , en} is a local basis of Γ(E), and {e1, · · · , en} its dual basis.

Lemma 3.1. For any f ∈ C∞(P ) and e ∈ Γ(E),

div∇(fe) = fdiv∇e + ρ(e)f.
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Proof. The proof is by direct computation,

div∇(fe) =
∑

i

(∇E
ei
(fe), ei) = fdiv∇e +

∑
i

(e, ei)ρ(ei)f = fdiv∇e + ρ(e)f.

�

In the following we shall need an E-connection on the line bundle Λ := ∧topT ∗P .

Lemma 3.2. Formula

(49) ∇Λ
e s := Lρ(e)s− (div∇e)s

defines an E-connection on Λ.

Proof. Using Lemma 3.1 we obtain,

∇Λ
fes = Lfρ(e)s− (div∇(fe))s = fLρ(e) + ρ(e)f − f(div∇e)s− ρ(e)f = f∇Λ

e s.

The following computation completes the proof,

∇Λ
e (fs) = Lρ(e)(fs)− (div∇e)(fs) = f∇Λ

e s + (ρ(e)f)s.

�

Note that in general the connection ∇Λ is not induced by an ordinary connection
on Λ since ρ(e) = 0 does not necessarily imply div∇e = 0.

3.2. Courant algebroid torsion. In this section we develop a notion of torsion for
Courant algebroids. Given an E-connection ∇E on a Courant algebroid E, for any
three sections e1, e2, e3 ∈ Γ(E) we define a skew-symmetric function C(e1, e2, e3) ∈
C∞(P ) by formula,

C(e1, e2, e3) :=
1

3
Cycl123({u, v}, w)− 1

2
Cycl123(∇E

e1
e2 −∇E

e2
e1, e3).

Lemma 3.2. The function C(e1, e2, e3) defines a 3-form on E, i.e., C ∈ Γ(∧3E∗).

Proof. The first term in the expression for C transforms as follows,

Cycl123({fe1, e2}, e3) = fCycl123({e1, e2}, e3)
+ ((e1, e2)Df − (ρ(e2)f)e1, e3)− ((e1, e3)Df − (ρ(e3)f)e1, e2)
= fCycl123({e1, e2}, e3) + 3

2
((e1, e2)ρ(e3)f − (e1, e3)ρ(e2)f).

For the second term, we obtain,

Cycl123(∇E
fe1

e2 −∇E
e2

(fe1), e3) = fCycl123(∇E
e1

e2 −∇E
e2

e1, e3)
+ ((e1, e2)ρ(e3)f − (e1, e3)ρ(e2)f).

The statement of the Lemma follows by comparison of these two formulas. �

The form C ∈ Γ(∧3E∗) ∼= Γ(∧3E) is (up to a sign) a direct analog of torsion when
the Lie bracket of vector fields is replaced by the Courant bracket on sections of the
Courant algebroid.
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3.3. Flat bases. It is often convenient to choose a local basis in the space of section
of a Courant algebroid. Let U ⊂ P be an open neighborhood of some point p ∈ P
and let EU be the restriction of the Courant algebroid E to U .

Lemma 3.3. As a vector bundle with scalar product EU has a pair of complementary
Lagrangian subbundles. That is, EU

∼= L1 ⊕ L2, where both L1 and L2 are of
dimension n and the restriction of the scalar product to each of them vanishes.

Proof. As a vector bundle, E is a direct sum of two n-dimensional subbundles E+

and E−, where the metric is positive definite on E+ and negative definite on E−.
Lagrangian subbundles L ⊂ E are in one-to-one correspondence with isomorphisms
between Riemannian vector bundles E+ and E−, with metric on E− the inverse of
the scalar product. More precisely, given such an isomorphism λ : E+ → E−,
the corresponding Lagrangian subbundle Lλ is spanned by vectors of the form
(x, λ(x)) ∈ (E+ ⊕ E−)p. Over U , both E+ and E− are trivial as vector bundles.
Since all metrics on the vector space Rn are isomorphic, E+ and E− are isomor-
phic as Riemannian vector bundles. Choose a particular isomorphism λ and the
corresponding Lagrangian subbundle Lλ. The Lagrangian subbundle L−λ is com-
plementary to Lλ. This copmletes the proof. �

The scalar product on E gives rise to a duality L1
∼= L∗

2 between two comple-
mentary Lagrangian subbundles. Over U , L1 can be trivilized, and we can choose
a basis {lα} ⊂ Γ(U,L1) and a dual basis {lα} ⊂ Γ(U,L2). Together, they form a
flat basis {ei} ⊂ Γ(P, EU) such that (ei, ej) is constant for all i and j. Define a flat
connection ∇E with property ∇E

e ei = 0 for all i.
Using a basis {ei} and the corresponding flat connection ∇E simplifies many

formulas. In particular, all elements of the basis have vanishing divergence div∇Eei =
0 since ∇E

ej
ei = 0 for all i and j. Also, the expression for the torsion C simplifies,

Cijk := C(ei, ej, ek) =
1

3
Cyclijk({ei, ej}, ek).

Proposition 3.4. Let ∇E be a flat connection on E and {ei} be a basis in the space
of section of E such that ∇E

e ei = 0 for all e ∈ Γ(E) and for all i, and (ei, ej) are
constant for all i and j. Then, the Courant bracket can be expressed by formula,

(50) {ei, ej} = Cijke
k,

and the tensor Cijk := C(ei, ej, ek) satisfies the following differential equation,

(51) Cycljkl (ρ(ei)Cjkl + 6Cijq(e
q, ep)Cpkl) = 0.

Proof. By definition, the expression ({ei, ej}, ek) is skew-symmetric with respect to
the first two indices. And formula (??) shows,

0 = ρ(ei)(ej, ek) = ({ei, ej}+ D(ei, ej), ek) + (ej, {ei, ek}+ D(ei, ek))
= ({ei, ej}ek) + ({ei, ek}, ej),

that it is in fact completely skew-symmetric. Hence, it coincides with Cijk which
implies (50).
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To prove the differential equation we use formula (??)

ρ(ei)Cjkl = 2(DT (ej, ek, el), ei)
= 2Cycljkl({{ej, ek}, el}, ei)
= 2CycljklCjkp(e

p, eq){{eq, el}, ei}
= −2CycljklCilq(e

q, ep)Cpjk.

�

3.4. Clifford bundles and Clifford modules. Since a Courant algebroid E is
equipped with a bilinear form (·, ·) on fibers, one can associate to it a bundle of
Clifford algebras C(E). The Clifford (super-) commutator on sections of E is given
by:

[e1, e2] = 2(e1, e2).

Each E-connection∇E on E preserving the bilinear form gives rise to an E-connection
∇C(E) on C(E) such that

∇C(E)
e (uv) = (∇C(E)

e u)v + u(∇C(E)
e v)

for any e ∈ Γ(E) and u, v ∈ Γ(C(E)).
The difference Ae = ∇̃e − ∇e of two E-connections ∇E and ∇̃E preserving the

scalar product on E is a linear operator on the fibers of E. It is skew-symmetric with
respect to the scalar product on E. On a local basis {ei} ⊂ Γ(E) the action of Ae

is given by Ae(ei) = Aije
j with Aij = −Aji. The corresponding Clifford connections

∇C(E) and ∇̃C(E) are related by formula,

∇̃C(E)
e u = ∇C(E)

e u + [ae, u],

where ae = −1
2
Aije

iej is a section of the Clifford bundle.
Locally, the Clifford bundle C(E) always possesses an irreducible Clifford module.

That is, a bundle S → P such that a fiber Sp is an irreducible representation of the
Clifford algebra C(E)p. Indeed, by Lemma ??, over an open neighborhood U of p
the bundle E is isomorphic to a direct sum of two Lagrangian subbundles L1 ⊕ L2.
Then, by choosing S = ∧L1 we define the Clifford action by formulas,

e1 · s = e1 ∧ s , e2 · s = ι(e2)s,

where s ∈ Γ(S) = Γ(∧L1), e1 ∈ Γ(L1), and e2 ∈ Γ(L2) ∼= Γ(L∗
1).

Globally, if E admits a splitting into a sum of two Lagrangian subbundles, it
possesses an irreducible Clifford module S constructed as above. Then, any other
irreducible Clifford module S ′ is obatined as tensor product of S with a line bundle,
S ′ ∼= S ⊗ L.

Connections ∇S and ∇C(E) are called compatible if the following condition is
satisfied,

∇S
e (u · s) = (∇C(E)

e u) · s + u · (∇S
e s).

Different connections on S compatible with a given Clifford connection differ by a
function on the base,

∇̃S
e −∇S

e = 〈γ, e〉,
where γ ∈ Γ(E∗) ∼= Γ(E).

In the case of E split into a direct sum of two Lagrangian subbundles E ∼= L⊕L∗,
and S ∼= ∧L, any connection ∇L induces compatible connections on C(E) and on
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S. In particular, by Lemma ??, locally one can always construct such compatible
connections.

4. Courant brackets as derived brackets

In this Section we show that, at least locally, every Courant bracket can be ob-
tained as a derived bracket for some choice of the Dirac generating operator.

4.1. Construction of the Dirac generating operator. Let E be a Courant
algebroid, C(E) be the corresponding Clifford bundle and S be an irreducible Clifford
module over C(E). The vector bundle S has fibers of dimension N = 2n. Let
S̃ = S ⊗ L be the twisted Clifford module with line bundle L := S ⊗ Λ, where
S = (detS∗)1/N and Λ = (∧topT ∗P )1/2. In general, the Clifford modules S and S̃
can only be constructed locally, over some open neighborhood U ⊂ E.

Example 4.1. Assume that E admits a global splitting into a direct sum of two
Lagrangian subbundles, E ∼= L ⊕ L∗, and choose S = ∧L. In this case, detS∗ ∼=
det(∧L∗) ∼= (∧topL∗)

N
2 , and formula for S̃ simplifies,

S̃ ∼= ∧L⊗ (∧topL∗ ⊗ ∧topT ∗P )
1
2 .

In particular, if L ∼= T ∗P we obtain S̃ ∼= ∧T ∗P since the bundle (∧topTP ⊗∧topT ∗P )
has a canonical trivialization. If L ∼= TP we obtain, S̃ ∼= ∧TP ⊗ ∧topT ∗P .

Let ∇E be an E-connection on E, ∇C(E) be the induced connection on the Clifford
bundle, and ∇S be a compatible connection on S. The connection ∇S induces a
connection on the line bundle S, and by Lemma ?? a connection ∇E defines an
E-connection on Λ. Together, they define a compatible connection on the Clifford
module S̃ that we denote by ∇,

(52) ∇ = ∇S ⊗∇S ⊗∇Λ.

Theorem 4.1. For any compatible connection (∇E,∇S), the operator

(53) D :=
1

2
ei∇ei

− 1

24
Cijke

iejek

acting on sections of the Clifford module S̃ is a Dirac generating operator for the
Courant bracket on E.

This Theorem is the main result of the paper. We postpone the proof until the
end of this Section. In the formulation of the Theorem we used a pair of dual bases
{ei} and {ei} in the space of sections of E. The definition of D is independent of this
choice since the torsion C is a 3-form on E (see Lemma ??). The definition of the
generating operator D is reminiscent of the standard construction of a Dirac operator
(plus a cubic term correction) on a Riemannian manifold with a spin-structure.
This operator is also ultimately related to the cubic Dirac operator considered by
Konstant [13]. Recall that the generating operator D squares to a function on the
base, D2 ∈ C∞(P ), whereas the square of the usual Dirac operator is a generalized
Laplacian.

The following Theorem shows that the Dirac generating operator on a given irre-
ducible Clifford module is essentially unique.
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Theorem 4.2. Let E be a Courant algebroid, S be an irreducible Clifford module
of C(E) and let D and D̃ be two Dirac generating operators acting on Γ(S) and
generating the anchor map and the Clifford bracket on E. Then, the difference of
D̃ and D is a section of E, δ := (D̃ −D) ∈ Γ(E), with property [D, δ] ∈ C∞(P ).

Proof. Since the anchor maps generated by D and D̃ coincide, we obtain,

(54) [δ, f ] = D̃f −Df = 0

for any f ∈ C∞(P ). By assumption, FIND the Clifford module E is irreducible,
and formula (54) imples [δ, f ] = 0 and δ ∈ Γ(C(E)).

The derived brackets generated by D̃ and D coincide which implies,

[[D̃, e1], e2]− [[D, e1], e2] = [[δ, e1], e2] = 0

for all e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E). This shows that δ is a section of E, δ ∈ Γ(E).
Finally,

[D, δ] = D̃2 −D2 − δ2,

and since all the terms on the right hand side a smooth functions on the base, so is
the left hand side. �

4.2. D is independent of the conenction. In this Section we show that the
generating operator is independent of the choice of the connection ∇E on E and of
the compatible connection ∇S on S.

Theorem 4.3. The Dirac generating operator D defined by formula (??) on sections
of S̃ is independent of the choice of a connection ∇E on E and of a compatible
connection ∇S on S.

Proof. Choose two connections ∇E and ∇̃E on E and compatible connections ∇S

and ∇̃S on S. Then, as operators on S,

∇̃S
ei
−∇S

ei
= −1

4
ai,jke

jek + fi,

where ai,jk, fi ∈ C∞(P ) and ai,jk = −ai,kj. A straightforward calculation shows that

the torsion forms induced by ∇E and by ∇̃E compare as follows,

C̃ijk − Cijk = −1

2
Asymijk(ai,jk),

where Asymijk stands for complete anti-symmetrisation in indices i, j and k. The

connections induced by ∇S
ei

and ∇̃S
ei

on the linde bundle S := (detS∗)1/N differ by
a function (−fi),

∇̃S
ei
−∇S

ei
= −fi.

Finally, the difference of induced E-connections on the bundle Λ = (∧topT ∗P )1/2 is
of the form,

∇̃Λ
ei
−∇Λ

ei
=

1

2
(div∇ei − div∇̃ei) =

1

2
(ej, ek)aj,ki.

Putting all the pieces together we compare the two generating operators,

D̃ −D =
1

2
ei(−1

4
ai,jke

jek + fi − fi +
1

2
(ej, ek)aj,ki) +

1

48
Asymijk(ai,jk)e

iejek = 0.



18 DERIVED BRACKETS AND COURANT ALGEBROIDS

Here we used that

ai,jke
iejek =

1

6
Asymijk(ai,jk)e

iejek + 2(ei, ej)ai,jke
k.

�

4.3. Proof of Theorem ??. By the property (45) of E-connections, we obtain,

[D, f ] =
1

2
ei[∇ei

, f ] =
1

2
(ρ(ei)f)ei.

Hence, [D, f ] ∈ Γ(E), and the corresponding anchor map ρ(e)f := 2([D, f ], e) =
(e, ei)ρ(ei)f coincides with the anchor map of E.

Since the operator D is independent of the choice of compatible connections on
E and S, we can locally choose a slitting E ∼= L⊕ L∗, dual bases {lα} ⊂ Γ(L) and
{lα} ⊂ Γ(L∗) and an isomorphism S ∼= ∧L as in Section ??. The flat connection
∇E

ei
ej = 0, where {ei} = {lα} ∪ {lα} induces a flat connection of S with property,

∇S
ei
(lα1 ∧ · · · ∧ lαk

) = 0,

and a flat connection ∇S on S ∼= (∧topL∗)1/2.
Choose local coordinates xa on the base P and trivialize the bundle ∧topT ∗P by

the volume form µ := dx1 ∧ . . . dxp. In local coordinates, the anchor map takes the
form,

ρ(ei) = ρa
i ∂a,

where ρa
i ∈ C∞(P ). The condition ρ ◦D = 0 reads,

(ei, ej)ρa
i ρ

b
j = 0

for any a, b. The connection on Λ = (∧topT ∗P )1/2 can be written as,

∇Λ
ei
fµ1/2 = (ρ(ei)f +

1

2
(∂aρ

a
i )f)µ1/2.

We compute the commutator of D with two elements of the basis ei, ej of E,

[[D, ei], ej] = [∇ei
− 1

4
Cikle

kel, ej] = Cikle
l.

By Lemma ?? +++ADD LEMMA+++ it implies that [[D, e1], e2] ∈ Γ(E) for any
two sections e1, e2. Moreover, by Lemma ?? we obtain,

[[D, ei], ej] = {ei, ej}.
Next, we verify that the operator D sqaures to a function on P .

D2 = (1
2
ei∇ei

− 1
24

Cijke
iejek)2

= 1
4
(ei, ej)∇ei

∇ej
+ 1

8
eiej[∇ei

,∇ej
]

− 1
8
Cijke

iej∇ek
− 1

48
(ρ(ei)Cjkl + +1

6
Cycljkl(Cijp(e

p, eq)Cqkl))e
iejekel + 1

576
CijkC

ijk.

Note that,

(ρ(ei)Cjkl)e
iejekel = Asymijkl(ρ(ei)Cjkl)e

iejekel + (ρ(ei)Cikl)e
kel.

Lemma ?? implies that the fourth term vanishes, and the first term is canceled by
the next term in the expression for D2. Next, we notice that for our choice of ∇,

[∇ei
,∇ej

] = ∇{ei,ej} = Cijk∇ek
,
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and the second and the third terms in the expression for D2 cancel each other.
Finally,

(ei, ej)∇ei
∇ej

= (ei, ej)(ρa
i ∂a + 1

2
(∂aρ

a
i ))(ρ

b
j∂b + 1

2
(∂bρ

b
j))

= (ei, ej)(ρa
i ρ

b
j∂a∂b + ∂a(ρ

a
i ρ

b
j)∂b + 1

2
(ρa

i ∂a∂bρ
b
j) + 1

4
(∂aρ

a
i )

2).

Since (ei, ej)ρa
i ρ

b
j = 0, the first two terms on the right hand side vanish, and the

other two terms are functions on the base. In conclusion, we obatin,

D2 =
1

576
CijkC

ijk +
1

2
(ρa

i ∂a∂bρ
b
j) +

1

4
(∂aρ

a
i )

2) ∈ C∞(P ).

We have shown that the operator D is a Dirac generating operator, and that the
corresponding anchor map coincides with the one of E. It is sufficient to verify that
the derived bracket generated by D coincides with the one of E on any basis in the
space of sections of E. But we already checked it in equation (??). This observation
completes the proof of Theorem ??.

5. Splittable case

In this section, we discuss the case when the Courant algebroid is splittable, i.e.,
it admits a transversal pair of Dirac structures. In this case, the Courant algebroid
E corresponds to the double of a Lie bialgebroid (A, A∗), i.e., E = A⊕A∗. Thus we

can take S = ∧A as the spinor bundle, and the line bundle L = (∧topA∗⊗∧topT ∗P )
1
2 .

Hence the twisted spinor bundle S̃ = S ⊗L ∼= ∧A⊗ (∧topA∗⊗∧topT ∗P )
1
2 . We shall

show, by a suitable choice of connections, the Dirac generating operator D can be
described by the differential operators defining the differential BV-algebra structure
on Γ(∧A) [19].

5.1. Statement of the theorem. Recall that given a Lie algebroid A over P ,
there exists a canonical Lie algebroid representation of A on the line bundle ∧topA⊗
∧topT ∗P [7], which is simply taking the Lie derivative. Hence A has a representation

on the square root of this line bundle: (∧topA⊗ ∧topT ∗P )
1
2 . The corresponding Lie

algebroid cohomology differential gives ries to an operator

Γ(∧lA∗ ⊗ (∧topA⊗ ∧topT ∗P )
1
2 ) −→ Γ(∧l+1A∗ ⊗ (∧topA⊗ ∧topT ∗P )

1
2 ).

It is clear that as a vector bundle ∧lA∗⊗(∧topA⊗∧topT ∗P )
1
2 is canonically isomorphic

to ∧top−lA⊗L, where L = (∧topA∗⊗∧topT ∗P )
1
2 , Therefore, one obtains an operator

∂̃ : Γ(∧kA⊗ L) −→ Γ(∧k−1A⊗ L).

On the other hand, by considering the Lie algebroid A∗ and its canonical represen-
tation on L, we obtain a differential operator

d̃∗ : ∧kA⊗ L −→ ∧k+1A⊗ L.

The main theorem of the Section is

Theorem 5.1. If a Courant algebroid E is the double of a Lie bialgebroid (A, A∗),

by identifying S̃ with ∧A ⊗ (∧topA∗ ⊗ ∧topT ∗P )
1
2 , the Dirac generating opeartor D

equals to d̃∗ + ∂̃.
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5.2. Compatible connections and an alternative formula for D. Let us fix a
non-zere section V ∈ Γ(∧topA) (which always exists locally), and let Ω ∈ Γ(∧topA∗)
be its dual section. Choose a (local) volume form s ∈ Γ(∧topT ∗P ). Using the section
Ω ⊗ s ∈ Γ(∧topA∗ ⊗ ∧topT ∗P ), we can trivialize the line bundle L, and write the

operators d̃∗ and ∂̃ as follows:

d̃∗ = d∗ +
1

2
X0 and(55)

∂̃ = −∂ +
1

2
ξ0,(56)

where d∗ : Γ(∧∗A) −→ Γ(∧∗+1A) is the Lie algebroid cohomology differential of
the Lie algebroid A∗, and ∂ : Γ(∧∗A) −→ Γ(∧∗−1A) is the BV-generating operator
[19] for the Gerstenhaber algebra ⊕Γ(∧∗A) corresponding to the non-zero section
V ∈ Γ(∧topA):

∂U = −(−1)|ω|(dω V ),

when U = ω V . Here X0 and ξ0 are, respectively, the modular vector fields of the
Lie algebroids A∗ and A corresponding to the non-zero sections Ω⊗ s and V ⊗ s:

(57) LY V ⊗ s + V ⊗ LaY s =< ξ0, Y > V ⊗ s, ∀Y ∈ Γ(A),

and

(58) LθΩ⊗ s + Ω⊗ La∗θs =< θ,X0 > Ω⊗ s ∀θ ∈ Γ(A∗).

In this case, we may choose a pair of compatible connections on E and on S as
follows. Choose a linear connection ∇ on the vector bundle A, and denote by the
same symbol its induced connection on the dual bundle A∗. In this way, we obtain a
connection on E = A⊕A∗ preserving the bilinear form (·, ·). By abuse of notations,
we use the same symbol ∇ to denote all kinds of different connections.

The connection ∇ also induces naturally a connection on the spinor bundle S =
⊕ ∧∗ A. It is trivial to check that these two connections are indeed compatible.
Note that a linear connection on A induces a Lie algebroid A-connection on A by
∇XY = ∇a(X)Y , ∀X, Y ∈ Γ(A). Then the torsion tensor is a section of ∧2A∗ defined
by

Tor(X, Y ) = [X, Y ]− (∇XY −∇Y X).

Similarly, one obtains an A∗-connection on A∗ with the torsion being a section of
∧2A defined by Tor(ξ, η) = [ξ, η]− (∇ξη −∇ηξ), ∀ξ, η ∈ Γ(A∗).

Lemma 5.2. For any X, Y ∈ Γ(A) and ξ, η ∈ Γ(A∗),

C(X, Y, ξ) =
1

2
< Tor(X, Y ), ξ >(59)

C(ξ, η,X) =
1

2
< Tor(ξ, η), X > .(60)
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Proof.

Cycl(∇XY −∇Y X, ξ)

= (∇XY −∇Y X, ξ) + (∇Y ξ, X)− (∇Xξ, Y )

=
1

2
〈∇XY −∇Y X, ξ〉+

1

2
〈∇Y ξ, X〉 − 1

2
〈∇Xξ, Y 〉

=
1

2
〈∇XY −∇Y X, ξ〉+

1

2
(a(Y )〈ξ, X〉 − 〈ξ,∇Y X〉)− 1

2
(a(X)〈ξ, Y 〉 − 〈ξ,∇XY 〉)

= 〈∇XY −∇Y X, ξ〉+
1

2
a(Y )〈ξ, X〉 − 1

2
a(X)〈ξ, Y 〉.

Hence,

C(X, Y, ξ)

= T (X, Y, ξ)− 1

2
Cycl(∇XY −∇Y X, ξ)

= T (X, Y, ξ)− 1

2
[〈∇XY −∇Y X, ξ〉+

1

2
a(Y )〈ξ, X〉 − 1

2
a(X)〈ξ, Y 〉]

= T (X, Y, ξ)− 1

4
a(Y )〈ξ, X〉+

1

4
a(X)〈ξ, Y 〉 − 1

2
〈∇XY −∇Y X, ξ〉(using Equation (26))

= ([X, Y ], ξ)− 1

2
〈∇XY −∇Y X, ξ〉

=
1

2
〈[X, Y ]− (∇XY −∇Y X), ξ〉

=
1

2
〈Tor(X, Y ), ξ〉.

Equation (60) can be proved similarly. �

Let us choose a (local) basis {X1, · · · , Xn} of Γ(A), and let {α1, · · · , αn} be its
dual basis in Γ(A∗), i.e., 〈αi, Xj〉 = δi

j. Then we may choose {X1, · · · , Xn, α
1, · · · , αn}

as a basis of Γ(E), and {2α1, · · · , 2αn, 2X1, · · · , 2Xn} will be its dual basis.
Under such a choice of basis, the operator D can be written as

Proposition 5.3.

(61) D = αi∇Xi
+Xi∇αi +

1

2
(〈Tor(Xi, Xk), α

j〉αiXjα
k + 〈Tor(αi, αk), Xj〉Xiα

jXk)

Proof. It is clear that Cijke
iejek can be decomposed into four parts I1 + I2 + I3 + I4,

where

I1 = 8C(Xi, Xj, Xk)α
iαjαk = 0

I2 = 8C(αi, αj, αk)XiXjXk = 0

I3 = 8C(Xi, Xj, α
k)αiαjXk + 8C(Xi, α

j, Xk)α
iXjα

k + 8C(αi, Xj, Xk)Xiα
jαk

I4 = 8C(αi, αj, Xk)XiXjα
k + 8C(αi, Xj, α

k)Xiα
jXk + 8C(Xi, α

j, αk)αiXjXk

Now
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C(Xi, Xj, α
k)αiαjXk

= C(Xi, Xj, α
k)αi(−Xkα

j + δj
k)

= −C(Xi, Xk, α
j)αiXjα

k + C(Xi, Xj, α
j)αi.

Similarly,

C(αi, Xj, Xk)Xiα
jαk

= −C(Xi, Xk, α
j)αiXjα

k − C(αj, Xi, Xj)α
i.

Hence,

I3 = −24C(Xi, Xk, α
j)αiXjα

k(by Equation (59))

= −12〈Tor(Xi, Xk), α
j〉αiXjα

k.

Similarly, we have

I4 = −12〈Tor(αi, αk), Xj〉Xiα
jXk.

Therefore,

Cijke
iejek = −12(〈Tor(Xi, Xk), α

j〉αiXjα
k + 〈Tor(αi, αk), Xj〉Xiα

jXk).

The conclusion thus follows immediately. �

Next we divide the computation of D into two parts, namely on the part of ∧A,
and on the part of the line bundle L.

5.3. Contribution of the ∧A-part. Let ∇̃ denote the torsion free A-connection
on A:

∇̃XY = ∇XY +
1

2
Tor(X, Y ), ∀X, Y ∈ Γ(A).

Then

(62) ∂′ = −αi∇̃Xi

is the corresponding BV-generating operator of the Schouten bracket on ⊕Γ(∧∗A)
[19].

Similarly, we denote by ∇̃ξη = ∇ξη + 1
2
Tor(ξ, η), ∀ξ, η ∈ Γ(A∗), the torsion free

A∗-connection on A∗.
Note that, for any fixed ξ ∈ Γ(A∗), Tor(ξ, ·) : A∗ −→ A∗ is a bundle map. Hence

traceTor(ξ, ·) is a smooth function on the base space P , which is C∞(P )-linear on
ξ. Therefore, there exists a X̃0 ∈ Γ(A) such that

(63) 〈ξ, X̃0〉 = traceTor(ξ, ·) = 〈Tor(ξ, αi), Xi〉.

More explicitly,

(64) X̃0 = 〈Tor(αi, αk), Xk〉Xi

Similarly, let

(65) ξ̃0 = 〈Tor(Xi, Xk), α
k〉αi.
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Set

D1 = αi∇Xi
+

1

2
〈Tor(Xi, Xk), α

j〉αiXjα
k

D2 = Xi∇αi +
1

2
〈Tor(αi, αk), Xj〉Xiα

jXk

The following lemma is obvious.

Lemma 5.4. For any X ∈ Γ(A) and ξ ∈ Γ(A∗), Xξ, as an operator on ⊕Γ(∧∗A),
is a derivation with respect to the wedge product, i.e.,

(Xξ)(U ∧ V ) = ((Xξ)U) ∧ V + U ∧ (Xξ)V, ∀U, V ∈ Γ(∧∗A).

Proposition 5.5. For any U ∈ Γ(∧∗A), D1U = −∂′U , and D2U = d∗U + 1
2
X̃0∧U .

Proof.

D1 = αi(∇Xi
+

1

2
〈Tor(Xi, Xk), α

j〉Xjα
k)

= αi(∇Xi
+

1

2
Tor(Xi, Xk)α

k)(by Lemma 5.4)

= αi∇̃Xi

Hence,

D1U = αi ∇̃Xi
U = −∂′U.

On the other hand,

D2 = Xi∇αi +
1

2
〈Tor(αi, αk), Xj〉Xiα

jXk

= Xi(∇αi +
1

2
〈Tor(αi, αk), Xj〉αjXk)

= Xi(∇αi +
1

2
Tor(αi, αk)Xk)

= Xi(∇αi − 1

2
XkTor(αi, αk) +

1

2
〈Tor(αi, αk), Xk〉)

= Xi(∇αi − 1

2
XkTor(αi, αk)) +

1

2
X̃0.

It is simple to check that for any X ∈ Γ(A)

(∇αi − 1

2
XkTor(αi, αk))X = ∇̃αiX.

Using the derivation property: Lemma 5.4, we thus have

(∇αi − 1

2
XkTor(αi, αk))U = ∇̃αiU, ∀U ∈ Γ(∧∗A).

Thus

D2U = Xi ∧ ∇̃αiU +
1

2
X̃0 ∧ U(according to Lemma 3.10 in [19])

= d∗U +
1

2
X̃0 ∧ U.

This concludes the proof of the proposition. �
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5.4. Contribution of the line bundle L-part. Next we need to compute the
portion, of which D acts on the line bundle L. The following lemma can be verified
directly (see [?]).

Lemma 5.6.

div∇X = 〈∇Xi
X, αi〉,

div∇ξ = 〈∇αiξ, Xi〉.

Take Ω = α1 ∧ · · · ∧ αn ∈ Γ(∧topA∗), and V = X1 ∧ · · · ∧ Xn ∈ Γ(∧topA). Then
clearly 〈Ω, V 〉 = 1.

Lemma 5.7. For any X ∈ Γ(A) and ξ ∈ Γ(A∗),

∇ξ(Ω⊗ s) = 〈ξ, X0 − X̃0〉(Ω⊗ s);

∇X(V ⊗ s) = 〈X, ξ0 − ξ̃0〉(V ⊗ s).

Proof. For any s ∈ Γ(∧topT ∗P ),

(Lξ −∇ξ)s = L(a∗ξ)s−∇ξs

= L(a∗ξ)s− (L(a∗ξ)s− (div∇ξ)s)

= (div∇ξ)s (by Lemma 5.6)

= 〈∇αiξ, Xi〉s.

On the other hand,

〈(Lξ −∇ξ)Ω, V 〉 = 〈(Lξ −∇ξ)α
i, Xi〉.

Therefore,

(Lξ −∇ξ)Ω = 〈(Lξ −∇ξ)α
i, Xi〉Ω.

It thus follows that

Lξ(Ω⊗ s)−∇ξ(Ω⊗ s)

= (Lξ −∇ξ)Ω⊗ s + Ω⊗ (Lξ −∇ξ)s

= (〈[ξ, αi]− (∇ξα
i −∇αiξ), Xi〉)Ω⊗ s

= 〈Tor(ξ, αi), Xi〉Ω⊗ s

= 〈ξ, X̃0〉Ω⊗ s.

Hence

∇ξ(Ω⊗ s) = Lξ(Ω⊗ s)− 〈ξ, X̃0〉Ω⊗ s = 〈ξ, X0 − X̃0〉Ω⊗ s.

The second equation can be proved similarly. �

By θ, we denote the section of A∗ defined by

(66) ∇X(Ω⊗ s) = 〈X, θ〉(Ω⊗ s), ∀X ∈ Γ(A).

Lemma 5.8.

∂ − ∂′ =
1

2
(ξ0 − θ).
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According to Lemma 5.7, we have

∇XV ⊗ s + V ⊗∇Xs = 〈X, ξ0 − ξ̃0〉(V ⊗ s).

It thus follows that

(67) ∇Xs = 〈X, ξ0 − ξ̃0〉s− 〈Ω,∇XV 〉s.

From the definition of θ, we have

〈X, θ〉(Ω⊗ s) = ∇XΩ⊗ s + Ω⊗∇Xs.

Thus,

〈X, θ〉s
= 〈∇XΩ, V 〉s +∇Xs

= −〈Ω,∇XV 〉s +∇Xs (by Equation (67))

= −2〈Ω,∇XV 〉s + 〈X, ξ0 − ξ̃0〉s
= 2〈Ω, (∇̃X −∇X)V 〉s + 〈X, ξ0 − ξ̃0〉s− 2〈Ω, ∇̃XV 〉s
= 〈X, ξ̃0〉s + 〈X, ξ0 − ξ̃0〉s− 2〈Ω, ∇̃XV 〉s
= 〈X, ξ0〉s− 2〈Ω, ∇̃XV 〉s
= 〈X, ξ0〉s− 2〈Ω, ∇̃XV 〉s.

It thus follows that

〈X, ξ0 − θ〉 = 2〈Ω, ∇̃XV 〉.

Hence

∇̃XV =
1

2
〈X, ξ0 − θ〉V.

Let ∇0 be the flat A-connection on ∧topA corresponding to the operator ∂, i.e.,
∇0

XV = 0, ∀X ∈ Γ(A). Thus, ∇̃XV − ∇0
XV = 〈X, 1

2
(ξ0 − θ)〉V . According to

Proposition 4.2 in [19], we thus have

∂ − ∂′ =
1

2
(ξ0 − θ).

�
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5.5. Proof of Theorem 5.1. It is easy to see that for any U ∈ Γ(∧∗A),

D(U ⊗ (Ω⊗ s)
1
2 )

= DU ⊗ (Ω⊗ s)
1
2 + (αi U)⊗∇Xi

(Ω⊗ s)
1
2

+(Xi ∧ U)⊗∇αi(Ω⊗ s)
1
2 (by Lemma 5.7 and Equation (66))

= DU ⊗ (Ω⊗ s)
1
2 +

1

2
〈Xi, θ〉(αi U)⊗ (Ω⊗ s)

1
2

+
1

2
〈αi, X0 − X̃0〉(Xi ∧ U)⊗ (Ω⊗ s)

1
2

= DU ⊗ (Ω⊗ s)
1
2 +

1

2
(θ U)⊗ (Ω⊗ s)

1
2 +

1

2
(X0 − X̃0) ∧ U ⊗ (Ω⊗ s)

1
2 (by Proposition 5.5)

= (−∂′U + d∗U +
1

2
X̃0 ∧ U)⊗ (Ω⊗ s)

1
2 (by Lemma 5.8)

= (−∂U +
1

2
ξ0 U + d∗U +

1

2
X0 ∧ U)⊗ (Ω⊗ s)

1
2 .

This concludes the proof of the theorem. �

5.6. Laplacian operator. Define the Laplacian operator of a Lie bialgebroid (A, A∗)
by

(68) L = ∂d∗ + d∗∂ : Γ(∧∗A) −→ Γ(∧∗A),

which is clear a derivation of the Gerstenhaber algebra on Γ(∧A). As an immediate
consequence of Theorem 5.1, we see that L is indeed an inner derivation. This gives
an affirmative answer to an open question in [19].

Corollary 5.9. • L = 1
2
(LX0 + Lξ0) : Γ(∧∗A) −→ Γ(∧∗A);

• D2 = −1
2
(∂X0) + 1

4
< ξ0, X0 >.

Proof. We now have

D = −∂ + d∗ +
1

2
(ξ0 + X0) : ⊕Γ(∧∗A) −→ ⊕Γ(∧∗A).

Thus,

D2 =
1

2
[D, D]

= −L+
1

2
Lξ0 −

1

2
[∂, X0] +

1

4
[ξ0, X0].

Now for any U ∈ Γ(∧∗A),

[∂, X0](U)

= ∂(X0 ∧ U) + X0 ∧ ∂U

= (−[X0, U ] + ∂X0 ∧ U −X0 ∧ ∂U) + X0 ∧ ∂U

= −LX0U + (∂X0)U,

Hence [∂, X0] = −LX0 + ∂X0. On the other hand, [ξ0, X0] = 〈ξ0, X0〉.
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Therefore,

D2 = −L+
1

2
Lξ0 −

1

2
(−LX0 + ∂X0) +

1

4
< ξ0, X0 >

= (
1

2
Lξ0 +

1

2
LX0 − L)− 1

2
(∂X0) +

1

4
〈ξ0, X0〉.

It is simple to see that L, Lξ0 and LX0 are all derivations of degree 0 with respect
to the wedge product on Γ(∧A). The conclusion thus follows immediately from
Theorem ??. �

6. Dirac equation and Dirac structures

In this section we explain the relation between Dirac generating operators and
Dirac structures.

6.1. Dirac structures. Let us first recall the definition of Dirac structures below.

Definition 6.1. Let E → P be a Courant algebroid. A Lagrangian subbundle
F ⊂ E is called a Dirac structure if the space of sections Γ(F ) ⊂ Γ(E) is closed
with respect to the Courant bracket.

It is clear that the restriction of the anchor map and the bracket on Γ(E) to F
makes F into a Lie algebroid.

If the Courant bracket on E is a derived bracket corresponding to a Dirac generating operator
D, there is a simple way to construct Dirac structures.

Definition 6.2. A section s ∈ Γ(S(E)) is called projectively closed if there is a
section e ∈ Γ(E) ∼= C1(E) such that

(69) Ds = e · s.

Assume that s ∈ Γ(S(E)) is a nonvanishing section. We denote by c : C(E) →
S(E), c(a) = a · s, ∀a ∈ C(E) the corresponding Clifford map.

Given a nonvanishing section s, consider a subspace of Ex, x ∈ P as follows:

Fx = Ex ∩Ker(cx).

It is clear that Fx is automatically isotropic.

Definition 6.3. A nonvanishing section s is called of maximum rank at a point
x ∈ P if Fx is maximal isotropic (i.e., Fx is of dimension n, or is a Lagrangian
subspace).

Let s ∈ Γ(S(E)) be a nonvanishing section of maximum rank everywhere on P .
Then, the subspaces Fx ⊂ Ex form a smooth subbundle F of rank n, which is
indeed a Lagrangian subbundle of E, called the Lagrangian subbundle generated by
s. More generally, a line subbundle L of S(E) is said to be of maximum rank , if
any local nonvanishing section of L is of maximum rank . It is clear that any of
maximum rank line subbundle of S(E) generates a Lagrangian subbundle of E in a
similar fashion.

Conversely, given any Lagrangian subspace Fx ⊂ Ex, elements in S(E)x which are
annihilated by Fx under the Clifford action consist of a one-dimensional subspace
Lx of S(E)x. Hence for a Lagrangian subbundle F , ∪x∈PLx is a line subbundle of
S(E), denoted by LF .
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In summary, there is a bijection between Lagrangian subbundles of E and of
maximum rank line subbundles of S(E). Next Theorem describes what a Dirac
structure corresponds under this bijection.

Theorem 6.4. Let E be a Courant algebroid corresponding to a Dirac generating operator
D on the spinor bundle S(E). Assume that s ∈ Γ(S(E)) is a nonvanishing section
of maximum rank everywhere on P . If s is projectively closed, then its generated
Lagrangian subbundle F is a Dirac stucture on E.

Conversely, given any Dirac stucture F ⊂ E, if s ∈ Γ(LF ) is a nonvanishing
(local) section, then s must be projectively closed.

Proof. Let e1, e2 be two sections of F so that e1 · s = e2 · s = 0. Then,

(e1 / e2)s = [De1, e2]s = −(e2e1)Ds = −e2e1e · s = (−e2(e, e1) + e2ee1) · s = 0,

because both e1 and e2 annihilate s. Hence, e1 /e2 ∈ Γ(F ), and the space of sections
Γ(F ) is closed with respect to the Courant bracket.

Conversely, assume that s ∈ Γ(LF ) is a nonvanishing (local) section. Then for any
e1, e2 ∈ Γ(F ), since (e1 / e2) ∈ Γ(F ), we have [[D, e1], e2]s = (e1 / e2) · s = 0. It thus
follows that e2[D, e1]s = 0 since e2 annihilates s. This implies that [D, e1]s ∈ Γ(LF )
by the definition of LF . Since s is assumed to be nonvanishing, there exists a function
fe1 ∈ C∞(P ) such that

(70) [D, e1]s = fe1s.

Now [D, e1]s = (De1 + e1D)s = e1 · Ds, which implies that fe1 depends on e1

C∞(P )-linearly. Thus there is a section e ∈ Γ(E) determined uniquely up to a
section of F such that fe1 = 2(e, e1). And therefore fe1s = (ee1 + e1e) · s = e1e · s.
According to Equation (70), we obtain that e1 · (Ds− e · s) = 0. Hence Ds− e · s =
fs for some function f . Note that both D and e are odd operators on Γ(S(E)),
that is, they change the parity with respect to a fixed grading on Γ(S(E)) (WE
SHOULD SAY SOMETHING REGARDING Z2 GRADDING OF Γ(S(E)). IT IS
NOT CANONICAL, BUT ONE MAY ALWAYS CHOOSE ONE). On the other
hand, it is easy to see that a nonvanishing section s ∈ Γ(LF ) must be homogeneous
with respect to this grading. It thus follows that Ds− e · s = 0. This completes the
proof of the theorem. �

Definition 6.5. A of maximum rank line subbundle L of S(E) is said to be pro-
jectively flat if any of its nonvanishing local section is projectively closed.

Geometrically, one may rephrase this definition as follows. A of maximum rank
line subbundle L of S(E) generates another subbundle: E · L, which is of rank
n. Then L is projectively closed if for any s ∈ Γ(L), Ds ∈ Γ(E · L). According
to Theorem 7.1, Dirac generating is essentially unique up to some section of E,
therefore the properity being projectively flat is independent of the choice of D.
Equivalently, Theorem 6.4 can be stated as follows.

Proposition 6.1. There is a bijection between projectively flat of maximum rank
line subbundles of S(E) and Dirac structures of E.
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6.2. Properties of e. We note that in Theorem 6.4, when s is fixed e is uniquely
determined up to a section of F , hence it corresponds to a unique section ẽ of
E/F ∼= F ∗. As we see below, ẽ is a 1-cocycle of the Lie algebroid F .

Proposition 6.2.

dF ẽ = 0,

where dF : Γ(∧∗F ∗) −→ Γ(∧∗+1F ∗) is the differential of the Lie algebroid cohomol-
ogy of F .

Proof. We have, ∀X, Y ∈ Γ(F ),

dF ẽ(X, Y )

= ρ(X)〈ẽ, Y 〉 − ρ(Y )〈ẽ, X〉 − 〈ẽ, {X, Y }〉

=
1

2
[ρ(X)(e, Y )− ρ(Y )(e,X)− (e,X / Y )]

=
1

2
[(X / e, Y )− ρ(Y )(e,X)].

Here the second from the last equality follows from Equation (17).
On the other hand,

D(X, e) · s

=
1

2
D[X, e] · s

=
1

2
([DX, e]− [X, De])s

=
1

2
(X / e− [X, De])s.

Now [X, De]s = (XDe−(De)X)s = X[D, e]s = X ·(D(e ·s)+e ·Ds) = X ·(D2s+
ee · s) = (D2 + ee)X · s = 0. Here we used Dirac Equation (69), and the fact that
both D2 and ee are functions on P . It thus follows that D(X, e) · s = 1

2
(X / e) · s,

and ρ(Y )(e,X)s = [D(X, e), Y ]s = Y D(X, e) · s = 1
2
[Y (X / e)] · s = 1

2
[(X / e)Y +

Y (X /e)] ·s = (X /e, Y )s. Therefore, we obtain that dF ẽ(X, Y )s = 0, which implies
that dF ẽ(X, Y ) = 0 since s is a nonvanishing section. This completes the proof. �

We note that e, hence ẽ, depends on a particular choice of s. When s is replaced
by fs for a nowhere vanishing function f , e becomes e+Df/f . On the other hand,

it is simple to see that D̃f = dF f . Thus the class of ẽ is a well-defined element in
H1(F ). We will show below that this is indeed the modular class of the Lie algebroid
F when D is self-adjoint.

Theorem 6.6. If D is a self-adjoint Dirac generating operator and F is a Dirac
structure, the section e in Dirac Equation (69) corresponds to (up to a scalar of 1

2
)

the modular class of F .

Proof. Let us choose an isotropic complement F ∗ of F so that E = F ⊕ F ∗. Note
that Γ(F ∗) may not be closed under the Courant bracket. As in Example (4.1), we
take S = ∧F ∗ and

S̃ ∼= ∧F ∗ ⊗ (∧topF ⊗ ∧topT ∗P )
1
2 .
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It is clear that in this case LF
∼= 1⊗(∧topF⊗∧topT ∗P )

1
2 . As in Section 5.1, we may

choose a pair of compatible connections on E and on S as follows. Choose a linear
connection ∇ on the vector bundle F , and denote by the same symbol its induced
connection on the dual bundle F ∗. This induces compatible connections on E =
F⊕F ∗ and S = ∧F ∗. Let us choose a (local) basis {α1, · · · , αn} of Γ(F ), and denote
by {X1, · · · , Xn} its dual basis in Γ(F ∗), i.e., 〈αi, Xj〉 = δi

j. Then we may choose

{X1, · · · , Xn, α
1, · · · , αn} as a basis of Γ(E), and {2α1, · · · , 2αn, 2X1, · · · , 2Xn} will

be its dual basis.
As in Proposition 5.3, under such a choice of a basis, − 1

24
Cijke

iejek can be de-
composed into four parts I1 + I2 + I3 + I4, where

I1 = −1

3
C(Xi, Xj, Xk)α

iαjαk

I2 = −1

3
C(αi, αj, αk)XiXjXk

I3 = −1

3
C(Xi, Xj, α

k)αiαjXk + 8C(Xi, α
j, Xk)α

iXjα
k + 8C(αi, Xj, Xk)Xiα

jαk

I4 = −1

3
C(αi, αj, Xk)XiXjα

k + 8C(αi, Xj, α
k)Xiα

jXk + 8C(Xi, α
j, αk)αiXjXk

It is clear that both I1 and I3 annilate LF under the Clifford action. On the
other hand, I2 is identically zero since F is a Dirac structure. And as in the proof
of Proposition 5.3, I4 = −1

2
〈Tor(αi, αk), Xj〉Xiα

jXk = −1
2
XiXkTor(αi, αk) + 1

2
X̃0,

where X̃0 ∈ Γ(F ∗) is defined by Equation (64). In conclusion, when acting on LF

under the Clifford action, − 1
24

Cijke
iejek equals to 1

2
X̃0.

Now 1
2
ei∇ei

= αi∇Xi
+Xi∇αi . When acting on Γ(LF ), the first part αi∇Xi

clearly

vanishes, according to Lemma 5.7 the second part equals to Xi∇αi(1⊗ (Ω⊗ s)
1
2 ) =

1
2
(X0− X̃0) · (1⊗ (Ω⊗ s)

1
2 ). Here Ω = α1 ∧ · · · ∧αn ∈ Γ(∧topF ), s ∈ Γ(∧topT ∗P ) is a

(loca) volume volume, and X0 ∈ Γ(F ∗) is the modular section of the Lie algebroid
with respect to the section Ω⊗ s:

(71) LθΩ⊗ s + Ω⊗ Lρ(θ)s = 〈θ,X0〉Ω⊗ s ∀θ ∈ Γ(F ).

Let s̃ = (1 ⊗ (Ω ⊗ s)
1
2 ), which is a nonvanishing (local) section of LF . Then we

obtain that

Ds̃ =
1

2
X0 · s̃.

This completes the proof. �

Remark 6.1. In the case above, (F, F ∗, E) indeed consists of a quasi-Manin triple.
The restriction of the Courant bracket to Γ(F ∗) is decomposed into two components:
a cobracket Γ(F ) −→ Γ(∧2F ) and a section φ ∈ Γ(∧3F ). Thus one may still have

operators d̃∗ and ∂̃ as in Section 5.1. And then D = d̃∗ + ∂̃ − 1
24

φ.

As an immediate consequence, we have

Corollary 6.3. If E is a Courant algebroid which admits a unimodular Dirac struc-
ture and D its self-adjoint Dirac generating opeartor, then D2 = 0.

Note that Corollary 6.3 also follows from Corollary 5.9 when the unimodular Dirac
structure admits a Dirac complement.
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Example 6.1. Consider the standard Courant algebroid E = TP ⊕ T ∗P as in
Section 1.1. Take S(E) = ∧TP and D = ∂, the BV-generating operator of the
Schouten bracket, i.e., D = ∗−1◦d◦∗, where ∗ : Γ(∧∗TP ) −→ Ωtop−∗(P ) is the
linear isomorphism induced by a volume form on P . Let π be a bivector field, and
F = {π#ξ+ξ|ξ ∈ T ∗P} be the graph of π. Then F is clearly a Lagrangian subbundle
of E. It is simple to see that LF is spanned by the section e−π ∈ Γ(∧TP ). Now
De−π = (−∂π + [π, π]) · e−π. Hence we see that F is a Dirac structure iff π is a
Poisson tensor, and the modular vector field ∂π of the Poisson tensor (which is, up
to a sign, one-half of the modular of the corresponding Lie algebroid T ∗P ) naturally
appears in the Dirac equation.

Example 6.2. Let E = TP ⊕ T ∗P be an exact Courant algebroid defined by a
three form Ω ∈ Ω3(P ) as in Example 2.3. Take Γ(S(E)) ∼= Ω(P ) and D = d + Ω.
For a given two form ω ∈ Ω2(P ), the graph F = {v + ωbv|v ∈ TP is a Lagrangian
subbundle. Then LF is linearly spanned by the section e−ω ∈ Ω(P ). It is simple to
see that De−ω = (−dω + Ω) · e−ω. Thus it follows that F is a Dirac structure iff
dω = Ω, i.e., ω is a quasi-presymplectic structure in the sense of [?].

On the other hand, consider the Lagrangian subbundle F = {π#ξ + ξ)|ξ ∈ T ∗P}
corresponding to the graph of a bivector field π. Just like in the previous example,
it is more convenient in this case to use Γ(∧TP ) as a model of Γ(S(E)). Then LF

is spanned by the section e−π ∈ Γ(∧TP ), and D = ∂ + Ω. Now a simple calculation
yields that

De−π = (−∂π + [π, π]− π#Ω + π#(π Ω)) · e−π.

Thus it follows that F is a Dirac structure iff [π, π] = π#Ω, i.e., π is quasi-Poisson
[?]. In this case, the vector field −∂π + π#(π Ω) is one-half of the modular of the
Lie algebroid F ∼= T ∗P defined by the quasi-Poisson structure. For this reason, we
may call ∂π − π#(π Ω) the modular vector field of the quasi-Poisson structure π.

6.3. Generalized Dirac structures. Let E → P be a Courant algebroid, F → Q
a Lagrangian subbundle of E over a submanifold Q of P . We say F is compatible
with the anchor if the image of the anchor map ρ, when restricting to F , is tangent
to Q, i.e., ρ(F ) ⊂ TQ. The following is easy to check.

Lemma 6.7. Assume that F → Q is a Lagrangian subbundle compatible with the
anchor. For any sections e1, e2 of E, if e1|Q, e2|Q ∈ Γ(F ), then the value of {e1, e2}
over Q only depends on e1|Q and e2|Q.

Proof. Let f ∈ C∞(P ) be any function such that f |Q = 0, then,

{e1, fe2}|Q = f{e1, e2}+ (ρ(e1)f)e2 − (e1, e2)Df = 0.

Similarly, {fe1, e2}|Q = 0. This means that {e1, e2}Q only depends on e1|Q and
e2|Q. �

We are now ready to introduce the definition of generalized Dirac structures.

Definition 6.8. Given a Courant algebroid E → P , a Lagrangian subbundle F → Q
over a submanifold Q of P is a Dirac structure if

• F is compatible with the anchor;
• for any sections e1, e2 of E such that e1|Q, e2|Q ∈ Γ(F ), {e1, e2}|Q ∈ Γ(F );



32 DERIVED BRACKETS AND COURANT ALGEBROIDS

• for any sections e1, e2, e3 ∈ Γ(F ), there exist extensions ẽ1, ẽ2, ẽ3 ∈ Γ(E) such
that for any e ∈ E|q, we have ρ(e)T (ẽ1, ẽ2, ẽ3) = 0.

Immediately, we have

Proposition 6.4. A generalized Dirac structure F → Q is a Lie algebroid under
the restriction of the anchor map and the Courant bracket.

For a given Lagrangian subbundle F → Q compatible with the anchor, consider
T (e1, e2, e3) = 1

3
Cycl123({e1, e2}, e3) as in Equation (24). If e1|Q, e2|Q, e3|Q ∈ Γ(F ),

by Equation (26), we have T (e1, e2, e3)|Q = ({e1, e2}, e3)|Q. Thus it follows that T
defines a three form on Γ(∧3F ∗), which is denoted by TF . It is clear that {e1, e2}Q ∈
Γ(F ) iff TF = 0. Thus we obtain the following equivalent definition of generalized
Dirac structures.

Proposition 6.5. A Lagrangian subbundle F → Q is a generalized Dirac structure
if

• F is compatible with the anchor;
• TF = 0.

Let D : Γ(S(E)) −→ Γ(S(E)) be a Dirac generating operator of the Courant
algebroid. Assume that L → Q is a line subbundle of S(E) which is of maximum
rank at each point of Q. Thus L defines a Lagrangian subbundle F → Q such that
F annilates L under the Clifford action, i.e., L = LF .

Proposition 6.6. The following are all equivalent

• (i) F is compatiable with the anchor;
• (ii) Df |Q ∈ Γ(F ) for any f ∈ C∞(P ) such that f |Q = 0;
• (iii) Ds|Q is a well-defined section of S(E)|Q for any s ∈ Γ(LF ).

Proof. (i) → (ii) For any f ∈ C∞(P ) such that f |Q = 0 and e ∈ Γ(F ), we have
(e,Df)|Q = 2ρ(e)f = 0. Thus Df |Q ∈ Γ(F ).

(ii) → (iii) Let f ∈ C∞(P ) be any function such that f |Q = 0. Then D(fs) =
fDs + Df · s. Thus D(fs)|Q = 0, since Df |Q ∈ Γ(F ) which annialtes s. It thus
follows that Ds|Q is well-defined.

(iii) → (i) By assumption, for any nonvanishing local section s ∈ Γ(LF ) and f ∈
C∞(P ) such that f |Q = 0, we have D(fs)|Q = 0. Thus Df |Q · s = 0, which implies
that Df |Q ∈ Γ(F ). If e ∈ Γ(F ) is any section, then ρ(e)(f)|Q = 1

2
(e,Df |Q) = 0.

Hence ρ(e) must be tangent to Q.
This concludes the proof. �

Similar to ?, we say that a section s ∈ Γ(LF ) is projectively closed over Q if
Equation (69) holds over Q for some e ∈ Γ(E|Q), and we say that LF is projectively
flat if any of its nonvanishing local sections is projectively closed, or Ds ∈ Γ(E · LF )
for any s ∈ Γ(LF ).

The following can be proved similarly as in Theorem 6.4.

Theorem 6.9. Let E be a Courant algebroid corresponding to a Dirac generating operator
D on the spinor bundle S(E). Assume that s ∈ Γ(S(E))|Q is a nonvanishing section
of maximum rank everywhere on Q. Then the Lagrangian subbundle F generated
by s is a generalized Dirac stucture, if F is compatible with the anchor and s is
projectively closed over Q.
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Conversely, given any generalized Dirac stucture F → Q, if s ∈ Γ(LF ) is a
nonvanishing (local) section, then s must be projectively closed over Q.

In other words, there is a bijection between projectively flat of maximum rank line
subbundles of S(E) over Q and Dirac structures of E over Q.

Theorem 6.10. Under the same hypthesis as in Theorem 6.9, if F → Q is a gener-
alized Dirac stucture defined by the Dirac equation Ds = e·s, then the projection ẽ of
e in Γ((E/F )|Q) ∼= Γ(F ∗) is a Lie algebroid 1-cocycle. If moreover D is selfadjoint,
the class of ẽ is the modular class of the Lie algebroid F .

6.4. Examples. In this section, we will discuss some examples of generalized Dirac
stuctures.

Proposition 6.7. Let P be a Poisson manifold with Poisson tensor π, and E =
TP ⊕ T ∗P the Courant algebroid as in Example 2.2. For a submanifold Q, F =
TQ⊕N∗Q is a generalized Dirac stucture iff Q is a coisotropic submanifold.

Proof. If F is a generalized Dirac stucture, it follows from the compatibility between
F and the anchor that Q must be a coisotropic submanifold. Now we will prove its
inverse.

Assume that Q is coisotropic. Then F is compatible with the anchor. Take
S(E) ∼= ∧T ∗P and then D = d + ∂. It is clear that LF

∼= ∧topN∗Q. Let us choose a
local coordinates (x1, · · · , xq, xq+1, · · · , xn) of P such that Q is the slice defined by
xq+1 = · · · = xn = 0. Thus s = dxq+1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxn|Q is a (local) nonvanishing section
of LF . It is simple to see that

Ds = ∂(dxq+1∧ · · · dxn) =
∑
i6=j

(−1)i+jd{xq+i, xq+j}∧dxq+1∧ · · ·̂ · · ·̂ · · · ∧dxn = e · s,

where e =
∑

i6=j(
∂{xq+i,xq+j}

∂xq+i

∂
∂xq+j

+
∂{xq+i,xq+j}

∂xq+j

∂
∂xq+i

).

This concludes the proof. �

The proposition above is a special case of the following more general theorem.

Theorem 6.11. Let E = A ⊕ A∗ be the double of a Lie bialgebroid (A, A∗) over a
base P , L → Q a vector subbundle of A over a submanifold Q ⊂ P . Let F = L⊕L⊥.
Then F is a generalized Dirac structure iff both L and L⊥ are subalgebroids of A
and A∗ respectively.

Proof. It is clear that F is automatically a Lagrangian subbundle. If F is a gener-
alized Dirac structure, by definition L and L⊥ must be Lie subalgebroids of A and
A∗ respectively.

Conversely, assume that L and L⊥ are Lie subalgebroids of A and A∗ respectively.
Then it is simple to see that F is compatible with anchor. Take S(E) ∼= ∧A∗, then
according to Theorem 5.1, D = d− ∂∗ + 1

2
(X0 + ξ0) is a Dirac generating operator.

We also see that LF
∼= ∧topL⊥, and E · LF

∼= ∧top−1L⊥ ⊕ (∧topL⊥ ∧A∗). Now given
any section ξ ∈ Γ(A∗) such that ξ|Q ∈ Γ(L⊥), we have dξ|Q ∈ Γ(L⊥ ∧ A∗). This is
because, for any X, Y ∈ Γ(L),

dξ|Q(X, Y ) = ρ(X)〈ξ, Y 〉 − ρ(Y )〈ξ, X〉 − 〈ξ, [X, Y ]〉 = 0.
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It thus follows that dΓ(LF ) ⊆ Γ(∧topL⊥ ∧A∗). On the other hand, since L⊥ is a Lie
subalgebroid of A∗, Γ(∧L⊥) is indeed stable under the BV-generating operator ∂.
Hence, in particular, ∂Γ(∧topL⊥) ⊆ Γ(∧top−1L⊥). It thus follows that LF is indeed
projectively flat under D. This completes our proof. �

Proposition 6.8. Let E = TP ⊕ T ∗P be an exact Courant algebroid corresponding
to the three form Ω ∈ Ω3(P ). For any smooth submanifold Q ⊂ P , F = TQ⊕N∗Q
is a generalized Dirac structure iff i∗Ω = 0, where i : Q −→ P is the inclusion.

Proof. Take S(E) = ∧T ∗P and then D = d + Ω. We have LF
∼= ∧topN∗Q, and

E · LF
∼= ∧top−1N∗Q ⊕ (∧topN∗Q ∧ T ∗P |Q). It is simple to see that dΓ(LF ) ⊂

Γ(∧topN∗Q ∧ T ∗P |Q) ⊂ E · LF . Hence, LF is projectively flat iff Ω|Q · LF ⊂ E · LF ,
which is equivalent to i∗Ω = 0. �

6.5. Courant algebroid morphisms. We are now ready to introduce Courant
algebroid morphisms.

Definition 6.12. Let E1 → P1 and E2 → P2 be Courant algebroids. A morphism
between these Courant algebroids is a generalized Dirac structure F ⊂ E1× Ē2 over
a graph of some smooth map φ : P1 −→ P2, where Ē2 is the Courant algebroid
obtained from E2 by changing the sign of the metric, and E1 × Ē2 denotes the
product Courant algebroid over P1 × P2.

If P1 = P2 = P and F is the graph of a bundle map Φ : E1 −→ E2 over the
identity P −→ P , it is simple to see that F defines a Courant algebroid morphism
iff Φ is a Courant algebroid isomorphism. In general, we have

Proposition 6.9. The graph of a bundle map Φ : E1 −→ E2 over φ : P1 −→ P2

defines a morphism of Courant algebroids iff

• Φ commutes with the anchor maps, i,e., ρ2◦Φ = φ∗◦ρ1;
• Φ preserves the bilinear forms on the vector bundles;
• for any e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E2), Φ[ê1, ê2] = [e1, e2], where for any e ∈ Γ(E2), ê ∈

Γ(E1) denotes the pull back of e by Φ with E1 and E2 being identified with
their duals.

Proof. It follows from definition. We leave it for the reader. �

As we see above, Courant algebroid morphisms are quite rigid when the definining
relation F comes from a bundle map. In many interesting cases, however F does
not come from a bundle map.

Theorem 6.10. Let (A, A∗) and (B, B∗) be Lie bialgebroids over bases M and N
respectively, and E1 = A ⊕ A∗ and E2 = B ⊕ B∗ be their doubles. Assume that
Φ : A −→ B is a Lie bialgebroid morphism. Then

F = {(a + Φ∗b∗, Φa + b∗)|∀a ∈ A and b∗ ∈ B∗ over compatible fibers} ⊂ E1 × Ē2

is a morphism of Courant algebroids.

Proof. Let L = {(a, Φa)|∀a ∈ A} be the graph of Φ, which is a subbundle of A×B.
By assumption, L is a Lie subalgebroid of the product Lie algebroid A × B, and
L⊥ = {(Φ∗b∗,−b∗)|∀b∗ ∈ B∗} is a Lie subalgebroid of A∗ × B̄∗, where B̄∗ is the
opposite Lie algebroid of B∗. According to Theorem 6.11, L ⊕ L∗ is a generalized



DERIVED BRACKETS AND COURANT ALGEBROIDS 35

Dirac structure of the double A × B ⊕ A∗ × B̄∗. It is clear that A × B ⊕ A∗ × B̄∗

is the Courant algebroid product of A ⊕ A∗ with B ⊕ B̄∗. Finally, note that the
bundle map b + b∗ −→ b− b∗, ∀b + b∗ ∈ B⊕B∗ is a Courant algebroid isomorphism
between B ⊕ B̄∗ and Ē2, and L ⊕ L∗ becomes F by applying this isomorphism on
B’s-components. This concludes the proof. �

As a special case, we have

Corollary 6.11. Let P1 and P2 be Poisson manifolds, and φ : P1 −→ P2 a Poisson
map. And let E1 = TP1 ⊕ T ∗P1 and E1 = TP2 ⊕ T ∗P2 the standard Courant
algebroids as in Example 2.2. Then

F = {(v + φ∗ξ, φ∗v + ξ)|v ∈ TxP1, ξ ∈ T ∗
mP2 with φ(x) = m} ⊂ E1 × Ē2

is a Courant algebroid morphism.

Proof. We note that φ∗ : TP1 −→ TP2 is a Lie bialgebroid morphism since φ is a
Poisson map. �

Remark 6.2. Note that LF
∼= N∗Q, where Q is the graph of φ. It might be inter-

esting to write down an explict formula of s when P1 is symplectic.

Example 6.3. If P is a Hamiltonian Poisson group G space with a momentum map
J : P −→ G∗, then

F = {(v+φ∗ξ, φ∗v+ξ)|v ∈ TxP, ξ ∈ T ∗
mG∗ with φ(x) = m} ⊂ (TP⊕T ∗P )×(TG∗ ⊕ T ∗G∗)−

is a morphism between TP ⊕ T ∗P and the Courant algebroid (g ⊕ g∗) × G∗ as in
Proposition 2.8.

WHAT IS s? RELATION WITH LIOUVILL FORM?

We end this Section with the following last example.

Proposition 6.12. Let E = TP1 ⊕ T ∗P1 and E1 = TP2 ⊕ T ∗P2 be exact Courant
algebroids with Ω1 ∈ Ω3(P1) and Ω2 ∈ Ω3(P2) respectively. Let φ : P1 −→ P2 be a
smooth map. Then

F = {(v + φ∗ξ, φ∗v + ξ)|v ∈ TxP1, ξ ∈ T ∗
mP2 with φ(x) = m} ⊂ E1 × Ē2

is a Courant algebroid morphism iff φ∗Ω2 = Ω1.

Proof. This is a direct consequence of Proposition 6.8. �

7. SELF-ADJOINT

Proposition 7.1. Let E → P be a Courant algebroid, D a self-adjoint first order
odd differential operator D on Γ(S) satisfing the following properties:

• For any function, f ∈ C∞(P ),

(72) [D, f ] = Df ∈ Γ(E).

• For any two sections e1, e2 ∈ Γ(E),

(73) [[D, e1], e2] = e1 / e2 ∈ Γ(E).

Then D is a Dirac generating operator of the Courant algebroid, i.e., D2 ∈ C∞(P ).
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Proof. ∀g ∈ C∞(P ), we have [[D, Df ], g] = [Df, Dg] = 2(Df, Dg) = 0. It thus
follows that [D, Df ] ∈ Γ(C(E)). On the other hand, ∀e ∈ Γ(E), by assumption,
[[D, Df ], e] = Df / e = 0. Hence [D, Df ] ∈ C∞(P ). By graded Jacobi identity,
∀f ∈ C∞(P ), we have [D2, f ] = [D, Df ]. Hence, we obtain that [D2, f ] ∈ C∞(P ).

Now since D is self-adjoint, (D2)t = D2, and therefore [D2, f ]t = −[D2, f ], which
implies that [D2, f ] = 0. Hence D2 ∈ Γ(C(E)). Finally, again by assumption, D only
involves Γ(C3(E)), and therefore D2 ∈ Γ(C2(E)). Now the condition (D2)t = D2

implies that D2 ∈ C∞(P ). �

THEOREM 4.2
The following Theorem shows that the Dirac generating operator is essentially

unique.

Theorem 7.1. Let E be a Courant algebroid, S be an irreducible Clifford module
of C(E) and let D a Dirac generating operator acting on Γ(S) and generating the
anchor map and the Clifford bracket on E.

• If S ′ = S ⊗ L is another irreducible Clifford module of C(E), where L is a
line bundle, then D′ = D ⊗ 1 + ei ⊗ ∇ρ(ei) is a Dirac generating operator
acting on Γ(S ′). Here ∇ is a flat linear connection on the line bundle L.

• If D̃ is also a Dirac generating operators acting on Γ(S) and generating the
anchor map and the Clifford bracket on E, then, the difference of D̃ and D
is a section of E, δ := (D̃−D) ∈ Γ(E), with property, ρ(δ) = 0 and δ/e = 0,
∀e ∈∈ Γ(E).
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