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ANALOGUE OF THE DEGREE CONJECTURE
OVER FUNCTION FIELDS

MIHRAN PAPIKIAN

ABSTRACT. Under a certain assumption, similar to Manin’s conjecture, we
prove an upper bound on the degree of modular parametrizations of elliptic
curves by Drinfeld modular curves, which is the function field analogue of the
conjectured bound over the rational numbers.

1. INTRODUCTION

Let F be a semi-stable elliptic curve over Q of conductor Ng, H be the complex
upper half-plane, and I'g(Ng) be the Hecke congruence subgroup of level Ng. De-
note the compactification of the quotient I'o(Ng) \ H by Xo(Ng). One can view
Xo(Ng) as an algebraic curve over C (and in fact over Q). From the work of Wiles
and Taylor it is known that there is a non-constant map

p:Xo(Ng)— E

called modular parametrization. We always choose a modular parametrization of
minimal degree. Assume further that F is optimal, that is, the map induced by @
between the Albanese varieties has a connected (and smooth) kernel. It is known
that every Q-isogeny class of elliptic curves contains a unique such curve. The
optimal curve in a given Q-isogeny class can also be characterized as the curve for
which deg p is minimal. G. Frey made the following remarkable conjecture:

Conjecture 1.1 (Degree conjecture). For any & > 0 there is a constant c(g) de-
pending only on € such that

degp < c(e)NZte.

This conjecture is known to imply the celebrated ABC conjecture, and also im-
plies a bound on congruence primes of the newform corresponding to E; see [13],
[15). In this paper, under a certain assumption, we will prove the function field
analogue of this conjecture.

Let F, be the finite field of ¢ elements, and let C/F, be a smooth, projective,
geometrically irreducible curve over ;. Denote by F' the function field of C, and
by A the subring of F' consisting of functions which are regular outside a fixed place
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oo on C. (F and A are the analogues of Q and Z respectively.) In this setting the
role of the complex upper half-plane is played by the Drinfeld upper half-plane

O =Fo — Fu,

where Fi is the completion of F at 0o, and F is the completion of the algebraic
closure of F,. The upper half-plane 2 can be endowed with a structure of a
one-dimensional rigid-analytic space. Fix an ideal n of A and denote by I'y(n)
the subgroup of GLs(A) whose image in GLy(A/n) consists of upper-triangular
matrices. The subgroup I'g(n) acts on §2 through linear fractional transformations.
Drinfeld showed that the quotient I'g(n)\ €2 is the underlying rigid-analytic space of
an affine algebraic curve defined over F,,. The compactification X¢(n) of this curve
is called the Drinfeld modular curve for T'g(n). The analogue of the modularity
conjecture over function fields is a consequence of some deep results of Deligne,
Drinfeld and Zarhin, cf. [J]: Let E be an elliptic curve over F' with conductor
ng = n- oo and split multiplicative reduction at co. Then there is a non-constant
morphism
p:Xo(n) = E/p_.

In fact this map can be defined over certain finite Galois extension of F'. As over Q,
we choose p of minimal degree. Let 7 denote the Bruhat-Tits tree of PGLy(Foo).
The group I' := I'g(n) naturally acts on 7, and the homology group Hi(I'\ 7, Z) of
the quotient graph is free of Z-rank equal to the genus of Xy(n). There is a natural
injective homomorphism ¢ : Hy(I' \ 7,Z) — H,(7,C)', where H,(7,C)" is the
vector space of C-valued Drinfeld cusp forms for T' (also called harmonic cochains);
see [9] §3]. The space H,(7,C)" plays a role similar to that of weight-2 cusp forms
of a given level in the classical theory. One can associate to our elliptic curve E a
primitive element vy € Hy(T'\ 7,Z), well-defined up to a sign. (Primitive means
that vg is not an integer multiple of any other element except —vg.) We make the
assumption (x) that the element ((vg) is the normalized newform corresponding to
E. Also assume F is semi-stable and optimal. The main result of this paper is the
following bound:

Theorem 1.2. With previous notation and assumptions, we have
deg p < q(Hot5Fdeece)  Af(ng) . (degng)?,

where N'(ng) := q9°8"2 | g is the genus of the curve C and deg denotes the degree
of Weil divisors on C'.

Taking g and deg(oo) as the fixed data attached to F' and A, we see that the
bound in the theorem is somewhat better than the conjectured bound over Q, as
it is analogous to the upper bound Ng(log Ng)3. The degree of optimal modular
parametrization over function fields can be shown to be divisible by the congruence
primes of E; see [7]. Hence our theorem proves the analogue of Murty’s conjecture
[15, Conj. D] (modulo the assumptions we made). Using the argument in the
proof of [I7, Thm.6.4], one can show that deggp is bounded from below by « -
N(ng)/(degn)?, where a is a constant depending only on ¢, g and degoo. Thus,
log(deg p) < degng and the bound in the theorem is essentially the best possible.

We make a few comments on our assumptions. The assumption that F is semi-
stable is not essential. The only reason why we made this assumption is to avoid
some technical nuances in the analytic calculations in §t see Remark 43 On
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the other hand, the assumption that F is optimal cannot be discarded. Over Q
the degree conjecture can be stated without assuming the elliptic curve is optimal.
This is equivalent to the original conjecture, since by Mazur’s fundamental result
any two elliptic curves in the same Q-isogeny class can be related by an isogeny
of degree at most 163. Due to the existence of the Frobenius morphism, this is
not the case over function fields. In fact, any isogeny class of non-isotrivial elliptic
curves over F' contains infinitely many curves, and the degrees of minimal possible
isogenies between them can be arbitrarily large. Hence to ask a meaningful question
on how large deg p can be, one has to restrict to optimal curves. Finally about ().
In the statement of Conjecture [[LI] one implicitly uses the results of Mazur and
Raynaud which say that for semi-stable elliptic curves Manin’s constant cg is 1 or
2 (and Manin conjectures that cg is always equal to 1). Otherwise the bound in
the conjecture has to be multiplied by ¢%; see [13]. Our assumption (x) is of similar
nature. If ((vg) is a ¢g multiple of the newform corresponding to F, then we can
drop (*) by multiplying the right-hand side of the inequality in Theorem by
(¢g)?. In both cases the reason for the appearance of the constant ¢? is that the
degree of optimal modular parametrization is proportional to the Petersson norm
of ¢- fg, with fg being the normalized newform associated to E. In fact, the proof
of Theorem proceeds by first establishing the following formula for deg p, which
might be of some independent interest:

Proposition 1.3. Assume E is optimal. Then

(Ce)* - (#coker pT)*
#q)Epo

Here ®g o is the group of connected components of the Néron model of E over oo,

o2 is the functorial homomorphism ® ;o — P o between the component groups

of Néron models of the Jacobian of Xo(n) and E induced by o, and 7g is the

automorphic cuspidal representation attached to E.

degp = ¢*9*N(ng) - - L(1,Sym?*rg).

It can be shown that ¢ € Z, and it is natural to expect that ¢g = 1; cf. [9
(6.4.4)]. We note that Proposition[I.3] generalizes the formula [I8] (27)] for the case
of Fy(t) to general function fields.

The main obstacle in proving the degree conjecture over Q lies in giving lower
bounds on the area of the fundamental parallelogram of the lattice of periods of
E, fE(C) |wg|, in terms of the conductor of E; cf. [15]. (Here wg is a Néron
differential of E.) Over function fields this quantity gets replaced by #®g o, and
hence obviously is larger than or equal to 1. This trivial lower bound on #®g
turns out to be sufficient to deduce the bound in Theorem Note that by
a theorem of Tate #®p o is essentially fE(FOQ) |wg|, hence one could say that the
degree conjecture is possible to prove over function fields because a certain complex
period gets replaced by a non-archimedean period.

The challenge in proving Theorem is primarily in relating deg g to the Pe-
tersson norm of fr. Over C one derives the analogous formula by pulling back via
o a holomorphic differential form on F to Xo(Ng). This approach does not work
over F' since it has positive characteristic and we essentially see deg ¢ only modulo
the characteristic. The remedy consists of looking at the induced maps between
integral homology groups (or rather their analogues in the rigid-analytic setting).
The idea of doing this is due to Gekeler [7]. We used his results to prove in [I§]
a slightly weaker version of Theorem for the case of A = F,[t]. In this paper
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we deal with general function fields by using Grothendieck’s monodromy pairing
instead, which seems better adapted to this situation.

The organization of the paper is as follows: Section ] is algebraic in nature and
gives a formula for deg p in terms of Grothendieck’s monodromy pairing. Section
[l contains the proof of the main theorem, Theorem We relegated all analytic
calculations required in the proof of the main theorem to the last section, Section
[ This consists of computing certain Rankin-Selberg integrals and bounding the
special values of symmetric power L-functions for GL(2).

2. MONODROMY PAIRING AND A FORMULA FOR DEGREE

In this section we let R be a complete discrete valuation ring, K be its field
of fractions, and k be the residue field. By a finite flat group scheme over the
base scheme S we always mean a finite flat commutative S-group scheme. When
S = Spec(L) with L a field, we will abbreviate this to “finite L-group scheme”. If
G is a finite flat group scheme over a connected base S, then the Og-module O¢ is
locally free of constant rank called the order of G and denoted #G. A finite group
scheme G over a field L is said to be étale if G Xgpec(r) Spec(L) is reduced, where L
is the algebraic closure of L. As is well-known, there is a one-to-one correspondence
between the finite étale group schemes over L and the finite abelian groups with a
continuous action of Gal(L®P/L). It is also well-known that if G over L has order
coprime to the characteristic of L, then G is étale. A finite flat group scheme G over
S is said to be étale if the fibres G are étale over the corresponding residue fields
for all closed points s of S. We say that a finite flat group scheme G is multiplicative
if its Cartier dual GV is étale.

2.1. Néron models of abelian varieties with toric reduction. Let A be an
abelian variety over K. Denote by A its Néron model over R and denote by Ag
the connected component of the identity of the closed fibre A of A. We have an
exact sequence

(2.1) OHA%HA;CHQDAHO,

where ® 4 is a finite étale group scheme over k called the component group of A.
We say that A has (split) toric reduction if A is a (split) torus.

In general, the closed immersions of abelian varieties do not extend to closed
immersions of Néron models; see [I] §7.5]. Nevertheless, under special assumptions
this is true; cf. [I, Thm.7.5/4], where R is assumed to be of mixed characteristic
with a “small” absolute ramification index. In Proposition we will prove a
similar (slightly weaker) statement for equicharacteristic R, assuming the abelian
varieties in question have toric reduction. We replace the use of Raynaud’s theorem
[21l Cor. 3.3.6], which is valid only in mixed characteristic, by Lemma 2.1

Let G be a finite K-group scheme, and let G be a finite flat R-group scheme
extending G (i.e., Gx = G). We say that G is an admissible extension of G if the
connected component GY of the closed fibre of G is multiplicative (we allow GY to
be trivial).

Lemma 2.1. Assume R is equicharacteristic. Let G be a finite group scheme over
K of order equal to a power of a prime number p. Let G’ and G" be two admissible
extensions of G. Any map v : G' — G"” which is an isomorphism over K is an
isomorphism over R.
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Proof. If p is not the characteristic of K, then any finite flat extension of G over R
must be étale and is clearly unique, so we will assume p is the characteristic of K.
Let G be any admissible extension. Consider the connected-étale sequence of G

O—>g0—>g—>QCt—>0,

The formation of this sequence is compatible with any local base change to another
henselian local ring (e.g., passage to the closed fibre R — k), so

O—»ng—»gk—»gztﬂ()

is the connected-étale sequence of Gi. Next, we claim that the generic fibre G% of
G° must be multiplicative. It is enough to show that the Cartier dual H of G° has
étale K-fibre. Since by assumption gg is multiplicative, Hj, is étale. This implies
that H is étale, and in particular Hy is étale. Multiplicative p-power order group
schemes are connected in characteristic p, so G% is a subgroup scheme of G°. Since
(G°Y) i is étale, we see that

0—>g}’<—>gK—>g§§—>0

is the connected-étale sequence of G. (Note that the formation of the connected-
étale sequence usually does not commute with non-local base change, such as R —
K, so for our last conclusion the admissibility of G is crucial.)

Now let G’ and G” be two admissible extensions of G. Let v : G’ — G” be
a morphism over R which is an isomorphism over K. There are unique maps v°
and v°* between connected components and maximal étale quotients such that the
diagram

0 (g/)o g/ (g/)et — 0

0—— (g//)O — g — (gl/)ct — 0

commutes. From what we proved we conclude that (G)° and (G”)? are two multi-
plicative extensions of the same multiplicative K-group scheme G°. Since G has
a unique such extension (for example, take the Cartier duals to get étale group
schemes where this is obvious), v° is an isomorphism. Next, (G’)°* and (G”)°" are
étale extensions of G, hence v®' is also an isomorphism. We conclude that v is an
isomorphism. O

Remark 2.2.

(1) The statement of the lemma is false without assuming R is equicharacter-
istic, as the example of ps over Qo shows.

(2) When the order of G is coprime to the characteristic of R, then it extends
over R if and only if G(K) is unramified.

(3) When R has characteristic p > 0, G need not have any admissible extensions
over R even if it is étale or multiplicative of order p. Take for example the
Oort-Tate group scheme Ggp, a € K with 0 < ordg(a) < p — 1; see
[16). This is étale, but any extension G has a closed fibre isomorphic to
Goo k= Qp- Also, there are commutative group schemes over K killed by

p and of order p? which do not extend over R at all; see Appendix B of
Ch.3 in [14].
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Proposition 2.3. Let fix : A — B be a closed immersion of abelian varieties over
K, i.e., A is an abelian subvariety of B. Assume B has toric reduction. If R is
equicharacteristic, then the canonical morphism f : A — B extending fx induces a
closed immersion fi : Ay — By.

Proof. If the characteristic of R is zero, then in fact a stronger statement is true,
cf. [, Prop.7.5/2], so we will assume R has positive characteristic p.

By slightly modifying the argument in [Il, Lem.7.4/2], one can show that A also
has toric reduction. Since a monomorphism between smooth finite type group
schemes over a field is necessarily a closed immersion, it suffices to show that
H := ker fy is trivial. The kernel of f : A — By is finite, as A is isogenous (in fact
isomorphic) to a subvariety of B. Hence H is finite, and if we show that it has trivial
{-torsion for any prime ¢, we could conclude that H is trivial. As H[{] C Alf]y,
it is enough to show that f restricted to the quasi-finite and flat group scheme
A[f] is a monomorphism. Since R is henselian, there is a unique decomposition
A[l] = G]] Gy into disjoint subgroup schemes which are both open and closed in
A[¢], and such that G is finite and flat over R and G has empty closed fibre; cf. [I}
§7.3]. Hence it is enough to prove that f is an isomorphism when restricted to G.
Let G’ be the schematic image of G in B under f. Since fk is a closed immersion,
we have an isomorphism on generic fibres fx : Gx — G%. Since A has toric
reduction, GY is multiplicative (being in the kernel of a homomorphism of tori).
Similarly for G'. We conclude that G and G’ are two admissible extensions of G,
and f must be an isomorphism by Lemma 211 O

Let A and B be as in Proposition 2.3l Consider the commutative diagram
induced by f:

(2.2) 0 AY Ak Pa 0
lf;? lfk lfq)
0 B By Pp 0.

Corollary 2.4. The morphism f,g is a closed immersion and ker(fe) can be iden-
tified with a Gal(k/k)-subgroup of the quotient torus BY/AY.

Proof. Follows immediately from Proposition 2.3 by using the snake lemma. (I

2.2. Monodromy pairing and component groups. Let A be an abelian variety
over K with toric reduction. Let AV be the dual abelian variety of A. The character
group

My = Hom,;(A%,(Gm),;)
is a free abelian group contravariantly associated to A; its Z-rank is equal to the
dimension of A. Let M4v be the analogous group associated to AY. In [11], §§9-10]
Grothendieck defined a canonical bilinear Gal(k/k)-equivariant pairing,

uA:MAXMAv HZ,

which he called the monodromy pairing. This pairing is uniquely characterized by
the property that its extension of scalars ua ® Zy, for a prime ¢ # char(k), can be
expressed in terms of the f-adic Weil pairing on T;(A4) x Ty(AY) via a formula given
n [11L (9.1.2)]. The monodromy pairing has the following properties.
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Theorem 2.5 (Grothendieck).
(i) ua is non-degenerate.
(ii) wa s bifunctorial.
(iii) If&: AY — A is a polarization, then

UA7£ZMA><MA1—X§>MAXMA\/ ﬂ>Z

is symmetric and positive-definite.
(iv) There is a Gal(k/k)-equivariant exact sequence

0 — Myv =% Hom(Ma,Z) — &4 — 0.

Proof. Once u4 is constructed compatibly with the Weil pairing (this is quite non-
trivial), properties (i)—(iii) follow from well-known facts about the latter pairing;
see [II, Thm. 10.4]. For the proof of (iv) see [II, Thm. 11.5]. O

Definition 2.6. The abelian variety A is an optimal quotient of the abelian variety
B if there is a faithfully flat morphism = : B — A whose functorial kernel is
represented by an abelian subvariety of B (that is, ker 7 is connected and smooth).

From now on we will assume that R is equicharacteristic, so as to have Corollary
2.4l at our disposal. Let m : B — A be as in Definition 2.6l and assume B, hence
also A, to have toric reduction. Consider the commutative diagram induced by m
on the sequence in Theorem [Z3)(iv)

(2.3) 0 Mpv —25 Hom(Mp,Z) — &5 — 0

l(ﬂ'v)* lHom(ﬂ'*,Z) lﬂcp

0 Mav —25 Hom(My, Z) — &4 — 0,

where 7 : AY — BVY is the dual morphism of 7, and 7*, (7V)* are the functorially
induced homomorphisms between the character groups. It is a general fact that the
duals of optimal quotients are closed immersions, so 7V is a closed immersion. By
Corollary 24, (AY)? — (BY)? is a closed immersion, so (7V)* is surjective. From
the snake lemma we get

(2.4) #coker(mg) = #Exty(Mp/m*(Ma),Z) = #(Mp/7* (M) )tor-

There is a bifunctorial pairing ®4 x ®4v — Q/Z, defined by Grothendieck in
[11l §1.2] for any abelian variety A over K, which turns out to be perfect when A
is semi-stable (in particular, when A has toric reduction); see [I1], §11.3]. Applied
to the situation at hand, this pairing induces canonical isomorphisms between ® 4
and the Pontrjagin dual (®4v)* of ®4v, and between ker(7ry) and the Pontrjagin
dual coker(mg)*. In particular, #coker(me) = # ker(g).

Proposition 2.7. With notation as above, assume further that B has split toric
reduction. Let q := #k, and let s be the minimum of dim(A) and dim(B) —dim(A).
Then #coker(mg) divides (g — 1)*.

Proof. If B has split toric reduction, then so do A and AY. Hence the charac-
ter groups M4 and Mav have trivial Gal(k/k)-action. From Theorem E5(iv) we
conclude that &4 and ® 4v are constant étale group schemes over k& with at most
dim(A) generators. We know that #coker(re) = #ker(ny). By Corollary 2.4
there is an injection of ker(ry) into the split torus 7' := (BY)%/(AY)?, which has
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dimension dim(B) — dim(A). In fact, since ker(7y) is constant, it must inject into
T(k) = (k>)dim(B)=dim(4) " The proposition follows by combining all these facts. [J

2.3. Formula for the degree. Let X be a proper, smooth, and geometrically
connected curve over K. Assume X(K) # (. Also assume that X has a semi-
stable model over R with a k-split degenerate closed fibre. This last condition
means that there is a proper flat curve X over R such that Xx = X, and all the
irreducible components of X}, are isomorphic to P} intersecting transversally at k-
rational points. Let J = Pic% /i be the Jacobian variety of X, and let J be the
Néron model of J over R. From the general theory of Néron models one knows
that J has split toric reduction; see [I, Ch.9]. Fix a point co € X (K). Let E be an
elliptic curve over K. Assume there is a non-trivial morphism p : X — E which
sends co to the origin of F. Assume further that the homomorphism 7« : J — F
induced from @ by the Albanese functoriality realizes E as an optimal quotient
of J. The morphism p can be recovered as the composite of the canonical closed
immersion X <— J, which sends oo to the origin, with the quotient map 7. Using the
canonical principal polarizations on J and F, the homomorphism F — J induced
from g by the Picard functoriality can be identified with 7V.

Lemma 2.8. The endomorphism mon¥ € Endg (F) is multiplication by deg(p).

Proof. Let more generally f : X — Y be a finite morphism of smooth projective
geometrically irreducible curves over a field K, with degf = n > 1. The map
induced on Picard varieties f* : Picy,x — Picx,x by Picard functoriality is given
by £+ f*L. The map f. : Picy,x — Picy,/x induced by Albanese functoriality
is given by W — det(f. W) ®o, det(f.Ox)~!. We need to show that f. o f* :
Picy,x — Picy g is just multiplication by n. By the Projection Formula, for
L € Picy,kx we have f.(f*L) = L ®0, f«Ox. Hence
det(f.(f*L)) ®oy det(f*OX)71 = det(£ ®o, f+O0x) ®oy det(f*OX)il
=~ LO" R0, det(f.Ox) Qo, det(f.Ox)~t = LO™

O

Since FE is isomorphic to a subvariety of J which has split toric reduction, F has
split multiplicative reduction. Its character group Mg is isomorphic to Z. Denote
by p a generator of Mg (this is well-defined up to a sign). Let

(2.5) vg = (17(p) ®z Q) N My and ¢ := #(M; /7" (ME))tor-

In particular, 7*(p) = ¢ - vg. Denote the canonical principal polarization on Jaco-
bian varieties by 6.

Proposition 2.9. We have the formula
#Op - deg p = Fcoker(mo)? - uyg(vE, vE).
Proof. Indeed, according to Theorem 25(iv), #®r = ug ¢(p, p). Using bifunctori-
ality and bilinearity of the monodromy pairing, along with Lemma 2.8 we have
degp - upo(p, p) = upo(me 07 p, p) = wso(7*p,7*p) = ¢ - uy0(vE, vp).
On the other hand, we know from ([24) that ¢ = #coker(ng : &5 — Pg). This
finishes the proof. O

Corollary 2.10. Let ¢ = #k. Thendegp < (¢—1) - ujo(vg,vg).
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Proof. Obviously #®g > #coker(mg ). From Proposition 27 we have #coker(mg) <
(¢ — 1). The claim follows from Proposition O

3. PROOF OF THE MAIN THEOREM

Notation. Let C be a smooth, projective, geometrically connected curve over the
finite field of ¢ elements ;. Let F' be the field of rational functions on C. Fix a
closed point co on C of degree d. Denote by A the ring of functions on C' which
are regular away from co. Let K be the completion of F' at co, R be the ring
of integers in K, and k be the residue field. Let g := g¢%~ (= #k). Finally, let
G := GL(2).

3.1. Drinfeld modular curves. The function field analogue of the complex upper
half-plane is the Drinfeld upper half-plane

O =PL - PL(K).

It has a natural structure of a one-dimensional rigid-analytic space over K.
Let A be a projective A-submodule of rank two in F? and

GA) ={yeG(F) | Ay=A}.

Fix an ideal n of A, and let G(n) = ker(G(A) — G(A/nA)) be the n-th congruence
subgroup of G(A). An arithmetic subgroup T of G(F') is an intermediate group
G(n) C T C G(A) for suitable A and n. The group I' acts on Q through linear
fractional transformations with finite stabilizers, hence the quotient I'\ Q exists as
a rigid-analytic space over K. In fact, it is a theorem of Drinfeld [6] that there is
a unique smooth, geometrically irreducible affine algebraic curve Yr/K such that
its analytification Y2" is isomorphic to I' \ 2. The curve Yr is called a Drinfeld
modular curve for I'. The compactification of Y will be denoted by Xr. From
some general facts about algebraic curves with analytic uniformization it follows
that X is a Mumford curve, that is, Xr has a flat model over R with k-split
degenerate closed fibre; see [24]. Certain properties of X are closely related to the
combinatorics of the Bruhat-Tits tree 7 of PGLy(K) and its quotients. There is a
pure affinoid covering of {2 whose associated analytic reduction has an intersection
graph isomorphic to 7; see [0, §§1-2]. We already mentioned that an arithmetic
group I' acts on ) via fractional linear transformations. This action respects the
pure covering of €2, and hence acts on 7. (The group I' also naturally acts on 7
as the space of equivalence classes of rank two R-submodules of K2. One can show
that the resulting two actions are canonically isomorphic; see loc.cit.) The quotient
graph

(3.1) T\7=gulJh,

is a union of a finite graph G and a finite number of infinite half-lines h;. In §3.2
we will see how G is related to Xr.

3.2. Monodromy pairing on Jr. Let Jpr be the Jacobian variety of Xp. As
we indicated in §2] Jr will have a split toric reduction over R. We would like to
describe the #-polarized monodromy pairing u ;s on Jr explicitly in terms of the
arithmetic group I' and its action on Q. We state a result from [19] §4] which gives
such a description. The details being somewhat lengthy, we simply indicate the
main ingredients of the proof.
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First, one needs to construct a semi-stable model of X1 over Spec(R). It is
possible to construct such a model using the rigid-analytic uniformization of Xr.
More precisely, one needs an explicit admissible affinoid covering of X{". This is
the subject of a paper by Reversat [22]. Associating a formal affine scheme to each
of these affinoids in a standard manner, and then gluing those formal affines, one
obtains a proper flat one-dimensional formal scheme over Spf(R). Grothendieck’s
algebraization theorem yields a proper flat curve AT over Spec(R) which is a semi-
stable model of Xr. We understand AT fairly well due to the explicit nature of its
construction. For example, the dual graph of the closed fibre (A1) is isomorphic
to the G appearing in (B1)); see [19, Prop.4.3].

Once we have AT it is possible to make the monodromy pairing u ;¢ explicit using
the Picard-Lefschetz formula [I1, (12.10)]. Consider G as an oriented graph, that
is, keep track of the ordering of the irreducible components through each singular
point of (Ar). Let a be an oriented cycle in G. One can describe « by a sequence
of oriented edges {ej,...,e,} satisfying t(e;) = o(ej41) for i = 1,...,n — 1 and
t(en) = o(er), where t(e) (resp. o(e)) denotes the terminus (resp. origin) of the
edge e. Define a pairing ¢(e1, e2) between the oriented edges of G by

1 if e1 = eo,
pler,e2) = ¢ —1 if e; = &,
0 otherwise.

(Here the bar denotes the opposite orientation.) For the cycle o put
n
Pale) =Y _ (e e).
i=1

One easily checks that ¢, depends only on the class of « in Hi(G,Z), and ¢q45 =
¢ + ¢3. The action of I" on © and on 7 factors through its image I in PGL, (F).
Also, since I' acts discontinuously, the stabilizer in I' of each edge of 7 is finite.
Given an edge e € Ed(G), denote by e’ some preimage of e in 7, and let n(e) =
#Stabe/f. It is easy to check that this is well-defined.

Theorem 3.1. Let M be the character group of J2 x k, where Jr is the Néron
model of Jr over R. Then M = H;(G,Z), and the 0-polarized monodromy pairing
M x M — 7Z is given by

uso(a, )= Y n(e)pale)dple)-

ecEd(G)
Proof. [19, Cor. 4.4.]. O

3.3. Harmonic cochains for T'. Let H,(7,C)! be the C-vector space of C-valued
cuspidal harmonic cochains for I'. This is a group of C-valued currents on the
edges of 7 which are invariant under the action of I' and have compact support
modulo T'. For the definition and the properties of this group we refer to [9, §3].
It is known that dim¢ H,(7,C)! is equal to the genus of Xt. There is a natural
injective homomorphism loc.cit.

(3.2) v H(G,Z) — H,(T,C) .

As a consequence of a theorem of Drinfeld [6] Thm.10.3], see also [9, §4], the group
H,(7,C)" is a subspace of the space of cusp forms on G(Ar) whose corresponding
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cuspidal representations are special at co. (Here Ap is the ring of adeles of F.) In
particular, there is a positive definite pairing on H,(7,C)'" which comes from the
Petersson inner product on the cusp forms.

Using the strong approximation theorem, one obtains a push-forward Haar mea-
sure on the edges of I' \ 7 from a Haar measure on G(Ap), and the Petersson
product on H,(7,C)" with respect to such a measure u takes the form, cf. [0}

(4.8)],
(3.3) (Pr2)u= Y wi(e)pa(eule).
ecEd(G)

With notation as in Theorem [B.1] assign a weight to an edge e of the quotient graph
1 _
(3.4) par(e) = ()™

It is known that pg, is a push-forward Haar measure on I' \ 7; see [9] (4.8)]. We
have the following crucial fact.

Theorem 3.2. Under the isomorphism of Theorem B.1l, we have
ugp (e, B) = (L), l(B)) g

Proof. The homomorphism in ([3.2)) has a simple description [9, (3.2.6)]. This allows
us to give an explicit expression for (:(a), ¢(3)),,,; see the proof of [9, (5.7.1)]. This
latter formula matches the formula for w . g(a, 8) in Theorem [B11 O

3.4. Main theorem. Let E be an elliptic curve over F' of conductor ng = n- oo
and split multiplicative reduction at oo, where n is an ideal of A. It is known [9]
that E/ is a quotient of Jp, where I' := I'g(n) is the Hecke congruence subgroup

of G(A) of level n
To(n) = {(i Z) cGA) | ce n}.

Assume E/j is an optimal quotient as in Definition Let

p:XFHE/K

be the non-trivial morphism obtained by composing the canonical embedding X «—
Jr, which sends the cusp oo to the origin, with the optimal quotient map.

Let vg € Hi(G,Z) be the primitive element (ZH) corresponding to E under
the isomorphism M = Hy(G,Z) in Theorem Bl There is a natural action of the
Hecke algebra on H;(G,Z), and this action preserves Zvg. It is known that the
map in (32) is equivariant under the action of the Hecke algebra; see [9, (9.3.2)].
Hence ((vg) is an eigenform corresponding to E. Assume ¢(vg) is the normalized
eigenform; cf. 431 Assume also that E is semi-stable.

Theorem 3.3. With previous assumptions and notation,
deg p < (goo — 1)g" 9 5¢%8 " (degnp)®.
Proof. By Corollary 210l and Theorem [B.2] we have the bound

deg < (goo — 1)(1(vE), L(vE)) .-

Let mg be the cuspidal automorphic representation corresponding to E; cf. [0
(8.2)]. Since we are assuming ¢(vg) is the normalized newform, Corollary [4.5] gives

deg < (goo — 1)g*2¢" "2 L(1, Sym*mp).
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The Langlands correspondence preserves the conductors, so the conductor of 7y is
ng. Thus, the claim follows from Theorem O

4. RANKIN-SELBERG METHOD

The goal of this section is to bound from above the Petersson norm of a newform
in terms of the norm of its conductor. This bound is the required analytic input in
the proof of Theorem B3l We first apply the Rankin-Selberg method to relate the
Petersson norm to the special value of a certain L-function, and then use convexity
estimates to bound this latter special value. The final result should be well-known
to the specialists, but in absence of a convenient reference we will sketch some of
the details.

4.1. Conventions. Unless specified otherwise, the following notation is fixed until
the end of the paper:

C is a smooth, projective, geometrically irreducible curve over the finite field Fy;

F is the field of rational functions on C;

oo is a fixed closed point on C}

A =HYC — 00,0) is the ring of regular functions on C' — {co};

F, is the completion of F' at the place v;

Wy is a uniformizer of F;

ord, is the canonical valuation on F, normalized by ord,(w,) = 1;

O, = {z € F, | ord,(x) > 0} is the ring of integers in F;

P, = w,O, is the maximal ideal of O,;

k, is the residue field O, /p,;

deg(v) = [ky : Fyl;

¢o = q2°8(") is the order of the finite field k,;

Co(s) = (1 —¢q; %)L, s € C, is the zeta function of F,;

Cr(s) =I1, Cu(s) is the zeta function of F;

A is the ring of adeles of F;

A is the group of ideles of F;

G = GL(2);

B is the Borel subgroup of upper-triangular matrices of G;

Z is the center of G;

K, = G(0O,) is the standard maximal compact subgroup of G(F,);

Ko(ny) = {(? Z) €K, | c€n, ¢, where n, is an ideal of O,, is the Hecke
congruence subgroup of IC, of level n,;

K =11, G(O,) is the standard maximal compact subgroup of G(A);

n=[[,n, =[L, pI*, n, € Z, and almost all n, are equal to 0, is a Weil divisor

v
on C' written multiplicatively;

deg(n) =3, ny deg(v);

N(n) = gieg™;

Ko(n) =[], Lo(ny), where n is a non-negative Weil divisor, is the Hecke congru-
ence subgroup of IC of level n.

By a quasi-character x of a group H we mean a homomorphism y : H — C*. A
characteris a unitary quasi-character. If H is a topological group we will understand
that (quasi-)characters are required to be continuous (with C* given its usual

topology).
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We specify Haar measures on several important groups. The local Haar measure
dx, of F, will be normalized so that fo, dx, = 1. We will likewise normalize
the Haar measure d*z, on F* by the condition fox d*x, = 1; explicitly d*x, =

—1
( — i) dzv  The measures which we will use on the adeles A and ideles A*

will be the restricted product measures dz =[], dz, and d*z =[], d*z,.

Now we can normalize a Haar measure on G(F,). Indeed, G is reductive and
hence unimodular, and by the Iwasawa decomposition G(F,) = B(F,)K,. Since
K, is compact, and hence unimodular, we normalize the Haar measure dk, to give
total volume 1. On the other hand, B = (Z x T1) x N as algebraic groups. Here
Ty denotes the subgroup of diagonal matrices whose lower right entry is 1 and N
the unipotent upper-triangular group. Since Z = T7 = G,,, on F,-points we take
dz, and dt, to be the transfer of the measure d*z, from F,¢ with the previous
normalization. On F,-points of N & G, we take the transfer measure dn, from
dx.,, again with the previous normalization. Now as one easily checks, cf. [2] p.426],
drb, = dz,dt,dn, is a left Haar measure on B(F,). Finally on G(F,) we take the
measure dg, = dk,dpb,, and on G(A) we take the restricted product measure
L, dg-

Let H be a locally compact Hausdorff topological group with a right Haar mea-
sure p, and let T" be a discrete subgroup of H. The canonical mapping ¢ : H — H/T
is a local homeomorphism. It is easily seen that there is a unique measure ' on
H/T such that, whenever X is a measurable subset of H which is mapped by ¢
bijectively onto its image X' = ¢(X) in H/T, p/(X’) = u(X). We will call ' the
push-forward measure of .

4.2. Eisenstein series. For s € C, let §,(b, s) be the representation of B(F,,) given
by its modular quasi-character

S

Yy ¥ Y1
] s == .
! <<0 y2> S) Y2 |,
We consider the induced representation I,(s) = Indggggév (s) consisting of locally

constant functions ®,(g, s) on G(F,) such that
(4.1) D, (bg, s) = 6u(b, )P (g, 5)

for b € B(F,) and g € G(F,). Note that such functions automatically have compact
support modulo B, and that Z acts trivially in this representation. Moreover, by
the Iwasawa decomposition G(F,) = B(F,)K,, any ®,(g, s) is uniquely determined
by its restriction to K. For an ideal n, of O, we will denote by ®,, the unique
vector whose restriction to /C, is the characteristic function of ICo(n,) C IC,,. This
is well-defined since ¢, = 1 on B(F,) N K, = B(F,) N Ko(ny).

Now we consider the global induced representation I(s) = @), I,(s) of G(A),
consisting of smooth, right K-finite functions on G(A) which satisfy the global
analogue of (@I). For an entire section ®(g,s) € I(s), we have the Eisenstein
series

(4.2) E(g,5,®)= Y. ®(vg,s),
YEB(F)\G(F)

which is absolutely convergent for Re(s) > 1. As is well-known, this series has a
meromorphic continuation to the whole s-plane with a simple pole at s = 1. Given
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a non-negative divisor n on C, we will denote by ®,(g, s) the factorizable section
X, Pn, (gv,s). We allow n to be equal to 1, in which case ®, restricted to K is the
constant function 1.

For a finite set S of places of F' define

Ds(s) = [ ¢(25)/G(s).

veS
If S is empty we put Dg(s) = 1.

Lemma 4.1. Given a non-negative divisor n on C, let S be the set of places in the
support of n. Then
Dg(1) 1

Res E P,) = R .

s:els (gvsv n) N(n) CF(2) s:els CF(S)
Proof. According to Proposition 3.7.5 in [2], any F(g,s,®) has a simple pole at
s = 1 and the residue is independent of g. Moreover, as follows from the proof of
that proposition, the residue in question is equal to

e (000 7))

We compute this latter quantity for ®,. Since @, is factorizable, we have

L@ )6 D)oo (0 D 1))

So it is enough to compute the local integrals. First consider a place where n, =1
(which is the case for almost all v). When ord,(z,) > 0 the expression in the local
integral is equal to 1 by definition. On the other hand, if ord,(z,) < 0, then the

integrand is equal to |z, |, % since

G )6 T)-00 2D

—(m—1)

The volume of p,;" —p ,m > 1, is equal to ¢"*(1 — ¢;1), as we normalized
the local Haar measure by fo dx, = 1. Finally,

0 —1 1 =z, . — 1 m -1
Lon (0 2) (0 7))o+ £ o

m=1 1Y
~ Gu(2s—1)
B Cu(2s) .

A similar calculation for the case ord,(n,) > 0 gives

0 —1\ (1 =z, B _1y G(2s—1)
Lo (8 )6 5) arem - Sy

From these two calculations the claim of the lemma easily follows. O

It is perhaps instructive to describe the Eisenstein series E(g, s, ®) more ex-
plicitly as functions on Bruhat-Tits trees and to compare them with the series
considered in [8] and [I§]. We give one example.
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Example 4.2. Let A = F,[t] be the ring of polynomials with coefficients in Fy,
F =TFy(t) be the fraction field of A, and co = 1/t be the place of F' associated to
the degree of polynomials as a valuation on A. It is clear that F is the function field
of IP’]}q. Let n be a non-negative divisor with support in Spec(A4). Denote by Kf

the restricted product [],., Kv; similarly, write Ko ¢(n) = [, ... Ko(ny). Let I' =

G(A) = G(F) N Ky, and Ty(n) = { (Z 2) €T | ¢=0mod n} = G(F) N Ko s(n).

As det : Ko ¢(n) — (’)? is surjective, by the strong approximation theorem,
G(A) = G(F)G(Fso)Ko, 5 ().

Since E(g, s, ®y,) is left G(F) and right Ky(n) invariant, it suffices to evaluate it for
g € G(Fy), which we view as an element of G(A) with trivial components at all

places except for co. Observe that B(F)\G(F) = A\TI', where A = { <8 Z) € I‘}.

Let v € I'. Then ®n(7g,5) = (I[, 200 Pn. (7, 5)) - Poo(79, 5) is equal to Poo (79, 5) or
0 depending on whether v € I'g(n) or not. So

E(g,5,%0) = Y ®ux(7g,9).
YEA\To(n)
It remains to make ®,, explicit. Since ®., is invariant under the right action of
7 (Fs)K s, we may regard it as a function on

G(Fxo)/Z(Fo)Koo 2 B(Fx)/(B(Foo) N Koo) Z(Foo)-
We easily see that each matrix in this set is represented by a unique matrix of the

k
form (woo 1{), where k € Z, and u € F., mod p* . By definition

0
w];o u —ks
(% 1))

From this point of view E(g, s, ®,) is a function on the vertices of the Bruhat-Tits
tree of PGLy(F ), an infinite tree in which every vertex is adjacent to exactly ¢+ 1
other vertices.

4.3. Rankin-Selberg integral. Let (7,V) be an infinite-dimensional irreducible
cuspidal representation of G(A) with central character w. Define the conductor n,
of w as in [3]; see also [I0, Thm. 4.24]. Since 7 is almost everywhere unramified, n,
is a non-negative Weil devisor on C. The local L-functions of 7 are well-understood;
cf. [2 §4.7]. If (7, Vi) = m(x1, x2) is an irreducible principal series representation,
then
Lis,m) = (1 — arg;*) "1 (1 — azq; ),

where a; = x;(w,) if x; is unramified and «; = 0 otherwise. If (7, V,,) = o(x1, x2),
where (x1x5 1) (y) = |yl; %, is a special representation, then

L(s,my) = (1 - asq,*) ",

with as as above. Finally, if 7, is supercuspidal, then L(s,m,) = 1.

If m, = m(x1, x2) is a principal series representation of G(F,) with unramified
quasi-characters x; on F*, then by the Ramanujan conjecture, proved for GL(2)
over function fields by Drinfeld, a1, and as, are complex conjugates of each other
with absolute value 1.
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Write L(s,m,) = (1 — a1,0q,°) 1 (1 — a2,5g, *) ™! uniformly for all types of lo-
cal representations m, (so a1, = 0 if m, is special and a1, = @z, = 0 if it is
supercuspidal). Define

L(s,Sym*m,) := (1 — of ,¢,*) "' (1 = 102,00, °) (1 - 03 4, °)

and
L(s,Sym?7) := H L(s, Sym®>r,).

Let ¢ € V be a newform attached to m. The automorphic form ¢ is unique up to
a scalar [3], and we will always assume that it is normalized by requiring that the
local Whittaker functions Wy ,,(1) = 1 at all places v (we implicitly fix a non-trivial
additive character ¢ of the compact group A/F). Such a ¢ is well-defined. Let ¢
be the complex conjugate of the newform ¢. The product ¢(g)é(g)E(g, s, ®n. ) is
invariant under Z(A)G(F) acting on the left and under Ky(n,) acting on the right.

Assume that the conductor n, is square-free, and let S be the set of places in
the support of n; (that is, the set of places where 7 is ramified). The basic formula,
which follows from the Rankin-Selberg unfolding method, is

- Y/ )¢<g>a‘s(g>Em (9.5)dg = 4'* D (5) cf(fﬁ)

where Y(n;) := Z(A)G(F) \ G(A)/Ko(n;) and g on the right hand-side is the
genus of C'. This relation can be proved by essentially repeating the calculation in
[2) §3.8] and taking special care of the ramified places. We omit the details of these
calculations. Denote

L(s, Sym*r),

(¢,0) == / #(9)$(9)dg-
Y(nr)
Taking the residues at s = 1 on both sides of ([£3)) and using Lemma 1], we get
(4.4) (¢:¢) = ¢~ "N (nz) L(1, Sym’r).

Remark 4.3. The assumption on n; being square-free is not crucial for computing
the Rankin-Selberg integral (although it does simplify the calculation). We make
this assumption mostly for L(s, Sym?7) to have a functional equation; this is used
in §2.41 If we let p be the 2-dimensional ¢-adic representation of Gal(F®°?/F') associ-
ated to 7 via Langlands correspondence, then, in notations of §4.4, L(s, Sym?m,) =
L,(Sym?p, s) if and only if (Sym?V;)!» = Symz(VgI”) for all v, where I, is the inertia
group at v. This happens, for example, if the conductor is square-free. Even with-
out assuming n, is square-free, it is possible to deduce a bound on |L(1, Sym?r)|
(which is what we are interested in) from a bound on |L(Sym?p,1)| by studying
the local factors Lv(Symgp,s) at the places where ord,(n,) > 2. Hence the as-
sumption on square-freeness can be completely avoided at the expense of making
the argument somewhat longer.

Let Wp(n) be the space of automorphic cusp forms whose corresponding rep-
resentations have conductor n - co, for some ideal n in A, and are special at oo.
This space is finite dimensional. Let Ko r(n) =[], Ko(n), and let Ay be the
finite adeles, i.e., A = Ay - F. The strong approximation theorem implies that the
determinant map induces a bijection

(4.5) G(F)\ G(Af)/Kso(n) — Pic(A).
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Choose a system of representatives R for this finite set. Let
I, = G(F)NzKo (n)z!
be the intersection in G(Ay). It is not hard to show, cf. [9, (4.5.4)], that
Z(Fo)G(F) \ G(A)/Ko(n - 00) = [] Z(Foe)Ta \ G(Fio) /Ko (poc)

zEN

= [[ Bd(r.\ 7).

zEN

One can think of Wg,(n) as the space of C-valued functions on the above double
coset set which satisfy a cuspidality condition; cf. [9, (4.4)]. The following key fact
is due to Drinfeld [9, (4.7.6)]

(4.6) W (n) = P H(T,C)".
TzEN
Now let E be an elliptic curve over F' of conductor ng := n - oco. Assume the

reduction of E at oo is split multiplicative. Let mg be the cuspidal representation
corresponding to E. The conductor of g is ng, and (7g)s is the special represen-
tation. Let ¢ be the (normalized) newform attached to mg. Then ¢p € Wg,(n)
and is an eigenform for the Hecke algebra. It is conventional to normalize the
Langlands correspondence in such a way that mg has trivial central character, so
¢ is invariant under the action of Z(A); see [9] (8.2.4)]. Using (£0]), we can write
65 = Y pen @0 With ¢, € H,(T,C)".

We have fixed a Haar measure on G(A) in 1] which we denote by fican. This
measure induces a certain push-forward measure on each T';, \ 7 which we again
denote by pican. On the other hand, in §8.3]we explicitly described a measure on the
edges of the quotient graph, which we denoted by . Since the Haar measure on
G(A) is unique up to a constant multiple, pican and pg, differ by a fixed constant.
It is easy to see that the Petersson norms (¢, ¢),, ¢ € X, are all equal to each
other (with respect to either measure). Moreover, we have the following equality.

Proposition 4.4. Fiz some x € X. Then

(¢E7 ¢E) - q179(¢325 be)ugra

where g is the genus of the base curve C'.

Proof. From what was said, we deduce that (¢g,¢r) and (¢z, ¢z),,, differ by a
non-zero constant which depends possibly on C and oo (but is independent of ¢).
To get this constant it is enough to compare the volume of Y (n - 0o) with respect
to fican to the volume of Ed(I', \ 7) with respect to pg, for some fixed 2 € N. For
simplicity we fix z = 1 and omit it from notation. First we assume I' = G(A), i.e.,
n=1. From [23| §I1.2.3] we have

(4.7) Volgr ('\ 7) = (oo + 1)Cr(=1).
Let M > 1 be a fixed integer. Define a function on B(A) by

5M((y1 x)s): i | n <M,
0 w2 0 otherwise.
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Let ® (g, s) be the factorizable locally constant function on G/(A) whose restriction
to K is the characteristic function of Ky(c0), and which satisfies

@g(bg, s) = o (b, S)q)g(g, s)
for g € G(A) and b € B(A). One easily checks that this is well-defined. Define a

truncated Eisenstein series
EM(g9)= >, @99
YEB(F)\G(F)

We modify the Eisenstein series in this manner to make the integrals below conver-
gent. The Rankin-Selberg method [2] §3.8] yields

Msfl

/ EY(g,s)dg = Volean(A/F)Volean (A™ /Fx)l_iql—s'

Y (o0)
Since R_ei<; EM(g,s) = R_els E(g,s,Ps), taking the residues on both sides of this

expression and using Lemma ] we get

—I}ZGISCF(S) Vol Y = Vol A/F)Vol AXJFX —1
Tt qo)ir( ¥ Otean(Y (00)) = Volean (&) F)Volean (A7 /F7 ) 5eres

On the other hand, as is well-known [25]

Picl p (F
VOlcan(A/F) = qg—l and VOlcan(AX/FX) = #L]F;(q).

q J—
Since #PiC%ﬂFq (F,)/(g—1) = log(q) -ng (r(s) and the functional equation of (z(s)

is (p(1—s) = (¢" )17 9¢p(s), we get Volean(Y(00)) = ¢'79(¢oo + 1)Cr(—1). This
proves the proposition for n = 1.
For an arbitrary n, it is not hard to check that

Volean (Y (n - 00)) = [Ko(00) : Ko(n - 00)]Volean (Y (c0))
and
Volg, (To(n) \ 7) = [ : To(n)] Vol (T'\ 7).
Since [Ko(00) : Ko(n - 00)] = [[' : Tg(n)], the proposition follows in general. O
Let ¢(vg) be as in §841 Our assumption is ¢(vg) = ¢, with z = 1.
Corollary 4.5. There is the equality
(t(vp), U(VE))uy = ¢° 2N (np) L(1, Sym*m).

Proof. Follows from ([@4]) and Proposition 41 O

4.4. Bounds on special values of L-functions. Let m be a cuspidal represen-
tation of G(A). Assume 7T = 7, where 7 is the contragredient of 7. (This is the
case, for example, when 7 has a trivial central character.) In this subsection we
give an upper bound on |L(1,Sym?7)| in terms of the degree of the conductor,
which finishes the analytic calculations required in the proof of the main theorem,
Theorem 3.3
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Theorem 4.6. Let g be the genus of the base curve C, let n be the conductor of w,
and let n > 1. If n is square-free and degn > 0, then

|L(s, Sym"7)| < q@9+rD+D+3 Af(n) 3 1-Re(9) (deg n)nH!
for 0 < Re(s) < 1. In particular,
|L(1, Sym"w)| < q(4g+2)(n+l)+% (deg n)nJrl.

Proof. We only indicate the main steps which go into the proof of this theorem and
refer to [I7, Thm. A.4] for the details.

It seems to be more convenient here to work with Galois representations rather
than with cuspidal representations. Since Lafforgue proved the Langlands corre-
spondence for GL(n) over function fields, this will be an equivalent problem; see
also Remark Choose a separable closure F*°P of F' and let G = Gal(F*°P/F)
be the absolute Galois group of F. Fix a prime ¢ not equal to the characteristic
of F. Let p: G — GL(V;) be an irreducible ¢-adic representation of G, where Vj
is a 2-dimensional vector space over some extension of Qp. Assume p is self-dual
and the determinant quasi-character det(p) has finite order. Denote by Sym™p the
irreducible (n + 1)-dimensional ¢-adic representation of G obtained from the action
of G on the symmetric tensors of V,*" via p. Let L(Sym”p,s) be Grothendieck’s
L-function for Sym" p.

Drinfeld’s proof of the Langlands conjecture for GL(2) over function fields implies
that p is pure of weight 0, i.e., for any place v where p is unramified, the images of
the geometric Frobenius eigenvalues o, and oy, under any embedding of Qy into
C are of absolute value 1. Thus, for Re(s) = 1+ ¢, with € > 0,

|Lo(Sym"p, s)| < Cp, (1 +€)" .

The same estimate is also valid at the ramified places by [5, Lem. 1.8.1] (in fact
the estimates at the ramified places are even somewhat better). Putting the local
factors together, we get |L(Sym™p,s)| < (r(1 + €)"*! for Re(s) = 1+ €. From
Grothendieck’s theory of L-functions of f-adic representations, L(Sym™p, s) is an
entire function [4, §10]; in fact it is a polynomial in ¢—°, since we assumed p
is irreducible. Moreover, as we also assumed p to be self-dual, Grothendieck’s
functional equation for L(Sym”p, s) takes the form

L(Sym"p,s) = e(Sym"p, s)L(Sym"p, 1 — s),

where £(Sym"p, s) is a monomial in Clg*]. By restricting p to each local Weil
group Wg, — Gal(F*°P/F), we obtain an ¢-adic representation p, of Wr, . Next,
one carefully studies the e-factor of Sym"p, and obtains a lower bound on its
absolute value in terms of the degree of the conductor n, of p,. Here the formulae
in [4, §§4-5] are indispensable. These estimates imply a bound on the absolute
value of the global e-factor in terms of degn,, as by a theorem of Laumon [12]
Thm. 0.4] the global e-factor can be decomposed as a product of local factors.
From this bound and the functional equation we get an explicit upper bound on
|L(Sym"p,1 — s)| for Re(s) = 1+ e. Since L(Sym"p,s) is entire and bounded in
the vertical strips one can apply Rademacher’s version of the Phragmén-Lindel6f
theorem, [20] Thm.2], to conclude that in the vertical strip —e < Re(s) <1+e€

n\ (1+e—Re(s))
5) CF(1+6)”+1.

L(Sym"p,s)| < (407N (n,)



3502 MIHRAN PAPIKIAN

Recall that by Weil’s theorem

P(s)

CF S) = )
(R

where P(s) = H?il(l —aiq”?®), with |a;| = \/g. Now it is easy to deduce the

required bounds for L(Sym"p,s) by choosing € = (degn,)~'. If we let p be the

{-adic representation attached to m via Langlands correspondence, then the claim
follows for 7 too as n, = n,. (I
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